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is reproves thoſe. that inſtead, of 


ul their re after the — yy if they were 
C 2 al- 
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20 The Zealeu Chriſtian, 
Plal. 59. almoſt out of breath. Hal. 59. 6, 14. 7 
6,14. | retarn atevening, they mate noiſe ike do 1 
and go aboxt the city. No creature is ſo ſer- 
ſible of hunger as à dog. Covetots men 
| are like dogs towards the world, as 
were made up all of deſtres;but towards the 
| rerventiſ- things of eternity We are as if. we were«all 
em in ler. | Stoicks, and had no paſſions in us... As hot 
renz,ſrigi- as fire for earth, and ds cold u any ice for 
diffimi in | heaven. Oh how many pant after the earth 
celeftibu. | ho have no breathing after heaven l! 

5 This. reptoyes choſe who, arervinlent 
oppoſers of the Goſpel:As the former may 
be _ a worldly — 
called a perſecutingvioſence. Suah was the 
violence 8 Pu before 5 — 

26. AA. 26. 11. Iod aas oft in every Hy- 
TY nagogue, end compelied them "to bla/pheme, ayd || 
being exceedingly madag ainfirthens i penſecu- 
ted 5 even unto ſtrange Cities. The Seribes || 
and Phariſees are id with mad- 
weſſe, againſt Chriſt afttr>the miracie was if | vi 
wrought in coringths mum teich thrwither- || 
Lukes, ed band, Bu 6. 14. There are ſomt that 
a underſtand my Texto6 this perſacuting vi- fvi 
| olence; This is called 4. nggs reading tp 15 
2 Chron. | heaven,'2 Chron. 28. 9g. f e | 
28.9. 6 This reproves ſudh, who account an} 
. || holy zeal and violence in the ways of re- 
I ligion to be onely a furious frenfie- Such 
Tn 2+ were they, Aa. 13. that ſaid, Theſe wes | 


| A vvben the Apoſtles] 
— 525 vvere 


2=# 


— 2 


| wete-zealgus in the preaching of the Goſ- 
gel. Such were cho friends of Chriſt, when 


72 5 7OQ | 


21 


37 


LT 
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, 


LT 
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— Wis. 2r OUS 
| The Heal: Chriſtian. 


— 4. 


was zealous and fervent in the doing of 
his Fathers will, and ſo intentupon it that 
be bad no leafure to eat his meat, I hey went 
eee ins ft aley ſaid," He is leſid 


| himfelfs, Murk 3. 2 The like cenſure did 


Fei u paſſe on Paul, hen he was zealous 
—— 
; raving doth make 
thee mad; bag; Bai, when he was 


| paſſionately eager againſt the Atrian here- 


Ge, it wuri ach e of his 
data get If not be hafled out of 


| their religion, reformation, &. they are 


but furjous-zealots, men of violent 
fpirit®.:T hus iz fared with zealous Paul, 2 


| Gorcyary; la derber wa are befiae car ſelves, it 


, r bu wo be ſober, it 11 for your 
F712 214.4 SELL: t 

troy This teprewes thoſe who were once 
violent and nene in religion, but now 
{chdivzed! abated We have a proverb: 
thing that in uiblent is durable; if the 


| ioleni motion proceeds from ſome exter- 


null urtiſicia ll auſe, and not from a rooted 


| ſtirring principle withis Many that go in 
the wayes of God meerly from an exter- 
nall principle, it may be credit or profit, 
though they may be ſeemingly violent for 
Ja time, yet their violence will not laſt, they 
[wil not be ſtedfaſt in — —_— 
| 3 an 


i. 


— 


: *® 4 L 
"gy, © 


—_—_— * 


| 


Toe Xealous Chriſtian. b 


I Kings 
1.1. 
3 


Dent. 34. 
17. 


and in « Chriſtian courſe. Some who have 


ing time, their fruit decayed as the leaves 
fall off in Autumn. It may be ſaid of ma- 
ny in regard of their ſouls, as it was ſaid of 


flouriſhed in the Spring have had a wither- | 


David in regard of his body: when he was 
old aud ftricken in ycari, they covered him with 
cloaths, and ie gat no beat, 1 King. t. 1. Many, 


get no heat ju them: Anguſtiue obſeryes it 
of many in his dayes, that would at their 


firſt converſion pray frequently & live ho- 


lily, bur after a while they would grow 
more remiſle, and pray more coldly and 
ſlightly then they did before. There are 
few of w1om after a lopg profeſſion of re- 
ligion it can be ſaid; as was ſaid of Aseſes, 


Deut. 34-7. His cye was wt dim, nur his natu- 
ral force abated. Many ara like ſa, their 
end is worſe then their beginning. 

2 This reproves thoſe that content them · 
(elves with moderation in the matters of 
religion, that account a dram of zeal e- 
nough for a talent of diſcretion, as Mr. 
Greenham (aid. Many men are of this o 
nion, that religion is dangerous, and that 
an holy violence in religion is attended 
with troubles and dangets, and therefore it 
is delt ro be moderate in religion. There 
are many of theſe men in our dayes, other- 


ebbe as now it is. It was the ſaying of one, 


though they are plied with ordinances, can |. 


wiſe keligion had never come to ſo. low an 5 


—J 


that 


1 


, 


* 


„ 


The Zeatows Chriſtian, 


23 


that men may be religious, but then they 
muſt not be too zealous : they muſt not be 
too violent'for the wayes of God, for then 
they are called mem of hot furious ſpirits; 
Men (it ſcemes ) muſt aot love religion too 
much: W s Tarwvin, Who 
mentions a ſort off men — in an 
opimon, which je cala a nem Goſpel, that 
if a man perform chowexrornalkduties of re- 
ligion df he gu-touhe Chunch,. hear the 
word, pray, c. wwas ſaificient for ſalva- 
tio. Of this remperi Gatiorwas, A. 18. 
17. Gallo cure dor ruhig. A 
little religion ill ſerve the cura. Moſt. of 
the Statiſts and Holiticiam / of this world 
are bf ehxiremperg which God will one 
day kecound#Laoctieear lukewarmneſle or 
timerous cowaedizes Geographers, who 
write of*theofituatian rok England , lay, 
that it is between che Torrid and the Frigid 
Zone either hatmor could Lwiſh our hearts 
were not like eum lands 

9 Fhis reoueathoſo that expreſſe more 
violence outwardly then they have inward- 

) i dn dam eon | 
Theteraremany:men that wil hear Sermons 
on Lotds dayes & Lectures on week-dayes, 
if | of religion, and of the wayes 
and fGod, but if you look tothem 
in their families, and in their cloſets, you 


ſhall finde them of another temper. Theſe 


| ATT ac hot inthe mouth, but 


C 4 cold 


4818. 
17. 
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em 


48. * - * 
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* | And n 


dull conſtitutiog are impure and 


- - 
G ——— — 

: So + —— ao at 
Ke = —_— * 


cold in the ; ſtomack. 1 may reſemble ſuch-| 
over the fire, hot at the} 


to a pot boiling 


cop, cold at the bottome. So ſome men 


are boiling hot in, the mouth, but their 


hearts. re cold and frozen. As it is with 


5 


| men ſick of a feaver,the face and hands and 

other external parts of the body burn, 
5 che heart ſhakes and; quivgrs with 
co 


10 This bande 1 ils life 


not the Hrſtligg 
with 4 lamb; and 5f. 


remain dull an 
like Carriers hrſest Keep eben ede 
pace, they Will 75 beyo! 
| place, they, ee 
the wayes of fin, like the dull. Aſſe, 
flow in _ vvayes of God, The firſtling of 
other beaſts lege pee red. to God, but 


than ſbalt _ its wade note that of 


duggiſh and dul hears 
vices 10 accept == The nail 
is recko e ynclean creatures, 
Levit. 11. 10. Thek earts that are of. this 
us in 
the light of God,, Aud chus much ſhall 
ſerve by way of reprogt.... 

2 This docrineig,ulefull for comfort, 


. al that r. To Miniſters. 24. To hearers. 


1 To Miniſters; and that for 3 reaſons. 
I Lada here js N of trouble, 
I 


— 


— 
LY 


4 - _ — 


—— 


7 


| 


an alle, Exod t 3. 13. 
9 
wilt net rideem 2 


| 


ery beſt ſer- | 


* 
4 
: 
* „ 
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SF B. EEKBNF =| 
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8.7 755 A 
led Buck. 3. 298 he won th 
WC 


n 
2 —— 
ST 8 


hed and ſpend: — — ove he 
$, | in vain, yer 
this will £0 guilt upon 4 Miniſters 
conſcience: Wthongh it be the Miniſters 
duty te pteach rhe Word, yet iris Gods 


work to cotwert the ſoul. 


2 God rewards Miniſters according to 
their labour, not ſucetſſe, 2 Cor, 2 171 For 
we are une God'd'fwett ſavor of in 
them that I and in them that periſe. 

The father payes the nurſe, though the 
childe die he Apathecaries bill muſt be 
paid, though the patient die: So God will 
reward Miniſters, though ſucceſſe be not 
anſwerable to their endeayours , 1/4-49-4- 
Then I ſaid, I have labored in vai, and | 2 
ow my ſtrength for nonght and in vain, yet 


/ — 


2 Ce. 2. 


4 — — ————— _ 
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Comforr 
to hearers 
for three 
reaſons. 


| 
Luke $.3 


AA. 1 3. 
23. 


' | gathereth fruit ani life eternal, that both he 


father, © wm 


The wall Ot 


ſurely wy jeden ie with the Lord, and my | 


work wir my Golly or. the reward of my 


Worker ne ln, rw bi 6 


that ſaweth and be that reapeth may rejoyce to- 
yr, Ahd herein ls that ſaying true, One 
[awtth , and another reupeth. As u wicked 
man doth hurt after his death, ſo a 
man doth good, 2 Kisg. 43 15. 5 s 
wickedneſſe ptoved a ſnare to 1/-ael in the 
dayes of 7oſtah, which was 360 years aſter 
pry "Abd Divi example did 15 
on eb 40d years after, 2 Ti. 22.2. [0- 
ſiah did tharwhith ws rice inches igbe of the 
Lord, an wallæd in al — +. David hi 


2 As here is comfort for Miniſters, ſo 
alſo here is comfort to heaters, and that for 
3reaſogept 117 1) 01 | 

God never ef pected all ſhould attein 
the ſame meaſure df grace. Although, Lak, 
8.8. the ſeed that fell in good grotind is 
id to bear an hundrell fold, yet, Afarrh-t 3. 
23. the grounds differed, and ſame browpht 
forth but ſixty, ſome but thirty. Chriſt hath 
lambsin his fold as well as ſheep, Babes in 
his houſe as well as ſtrong men. 

2 It may be what is wanting in a ſudden 
and ſhort violence, is made up in ſolidity. 


3 The Word may Abe in, the bea 
jel bee eee dead, ee 
56) | 3677! eee wand whe, van 


* 


Oakes | 


| ning⸗ A 


me 


— CONE — — 


The Zealows Chriſtian: 


(Oakes grow not fo faſt as the Willow-trees, 
but they grow mote ſolidy : 
3 God will cheriſh. the ſmalleſt hepin- 
e, 
A Let ge np carlyuotbe ards, 
les u, [oeif the vine flowrife, whethir the ern 
der grape appeary the pomegranates bud forth, 
there will / give thee my \loves. The Lord 
Jeſus took notice not onely-of the ſtrong 
and grown grapea, but alſo of the tender 
grapes, not onely of tho fruit, but of the 
buddings. The very buddings of grace: are 
accepted- And how ſhould chis comfort 
weak Chriſtians , and incourage them to 
increaſe with the-increaſe of God, aud. to 
et more oß this holy violence in heavenly 
ehings, Maith. 12.20. H bruifed reed be 
will not 'break, . and ia (making flax he will 
wet quench, til be ſend forth judgement into vi- 
Gere te peaks thereof new converts 
holy defires, and gracious 
poor ſoul, 3 they do but ſmoak, and 
not burn, yet Jeſus Chriſt will not quench 


them till he have braught forth judgement 
to victory, by which he meanes, till they 
come to be perfect 
Chriſt Jeſus. 


n and women in 


Matth. 


reſolutions in | 


Cant. 7. 
12. 


12 


tbe Baptiſt 
Kingdom of heaven: 
eth viglende, and 
þ lent roketrby agg, 


1 e me 17 5 


Ro: 
rovery of it. 4 
bee by 
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Rod differences dee 


h 


| '0U ask, L. Char“! is the ni Z — 


9% 
of 9 violen 


It is a full and vehement | 
bent of a mans deſires, affections, and en- 
deavours after Jeſus Chriſt in the Goſpel; 
| ſo 


nce ? 


w 


— 


” 


n — 


"IIS 


* E Seen. 


© our ves. 


| ſpeXof hen ven it ſelf. 
. 1 In regard of God, Eccigſg. 10. h- 
A'S; Hoy band findeth to i, de is With all thy 


God requires is at your hands, 
27 12. Not * 


re ſervings 


ix. IV HUB 


> Targa of our, ſelyes, and thay for, 


I 2 e yiole peations againſt 
us, our affe&iohs e ng 
5 al if our 


pe io = end 
— 


eee 2 eng Furis 5 
VA a ous al- 
ults. 


N hive beef eln in the wayes of 
ſin. Shew as much yiolence in the wayes of 
God, as you! can, and when you haye one 
all, it wifi come ſhort of your fotinet vio- 
lence in the wayes of ſin, Rom 6,19. A. 
Jehave yielded your nber, ſervautrto un- 


18 x nrefoelt of the de- 
| vil. 4 In reſpect of other men. 5 In re- 


m . 
be Lord. Ae figni- |. 


 cleaitntſſe, and te — wnto Y 4 


— 


The Zialows: Chtiſtian. 


2 ield your members ſervants to righte- 


"apy ya of the ſerviee of lin, to 
uncleanneſſe, to iniquity, and unto iniqui- 
ty, but in the ſervice of God tliere are one- 
ly two To's, to righteouſneſſe, and unto 
holines. Ta note that we were more addit- 
ed to ſivformerlythennowweare to 
che reaſon is, chen there was nothing but 
fin in the ſou}; now there is ſomething elſe 
beſides grace; #{ream of corruption to op- 
poſe u. We oughvto be as violent in good 
asin evil: the ſame word which fignifes to 
perſecute, {26.1 1. is uſed to-ſer out bi 
— t preſſing cowerds heaven . Phil, 
Jo1 w# #8 

75 in regard of ab devil He bath vio- 
lent temptations And ſuggeſtigns, 1 Per. 5. 8. 
B#Jober beroigitem; becauſe your aduerſary 
. | the Devil as 4 rearing tion walketh abont, 1 
ing whow: eme ber. 1-He ig (aid to 
%, an Asad, Now an E. will 
wateh all ene or for your burt, and 


wil be inte it. a He is «\K60,not 
a lamb ; chirp rae e, A e 


ä od creature 9 t a 


Hon Toe Kon: fa 


Adu, fal, yet he goes about ſtill for more, 


horcdntented with What he hath gotten, 
though he hath been going about ever fince 


— 


ante balineſſ: There are * Tos 


contented with the prey when be hach got- 
den it, but ſtill going abohe for more; he is 


% 


—_— 
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yy 1 CT __ _ 
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erer re 


N 
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1. In regard of bad men. 
Ae 
| nk, wilt not thou be as eager and vi- 
en in the profeſſi 


22 1d to one of his acquaintance, who 


I; 


' another, and walxcd privately, becauſe he 


be labours. 10 fill bell with ſouls. , 5. He 


Rea — 
e 


4.1 regardof ocher men, and thoſe ei- 
or . 


r, they are Violent againſt the 


7 85 the 


oſpel, as 
ey are in their oppoſitions againſt itꝰ As 


* 


Tt bear falſe witneſle againſt 


youlg aid the man that ſought to ſub- 
n him Nba laid Zs, Shall. he not be 
Aan of ſin, and wilt thou be aſhamed: 
to letz ſelfe againſt fin? 
| . Bad mag rage a nd arę xiolentin wayes 

f wi ce men are as ſwift 


$5, in, the wayes of ſin, and 
c asa dullaſſe ig the ſervice of 
? Thalia manguofaſtioag way of fin 

to delten bas foul; and. will you hut creep 
Der yes ol God. go fave yaur ſoul ? 
J ed men tun poſtto hell, and wilt 
1 lonely, to heaven ?-$hall a 
ſpeeg ta the place of exęcution, 

05 ou but move Nawly towards a 
and throne ? ſhall wicked men not 

be aſhamed to ſhe their rige in a ſinfull 


* 


courſe, and fhall godly men be aſhamed to 


. 


ta dom. 
In reſpect 
of other 


be zealous in the wayes of God? 7er-$.6. 


men bad 
Men. 


E Thiey 


| 


— 


F 


3 _ 7 hab 
wo | Der oe übt ben cath; (ek 
,L They enger 
| thethſelvesto SE ZE 


do "much for” God N do for ou 
tan? 


In ard cep How eager 
8 
. » 


1 od pine e - 
i for er no ſtrep to b 


1 9] «muy obtain. Aud every man that 
1 e e ee, 
— . 


— — 


5 8 as. — 


3 


| 2 Tia . 


— e 5. 
Sa- —— ty 
48 DET WE on 1 20 page ' Facitl de 
yvill coſt a man ſweat ant labour to get up — 4. 
; an hill, bur it is in Gſie thing to own) we | 
24, into a pit. Hedven is bs Clit the type 
and of it) was, though 4 land of promiſe, yet 
of. conqueſt too. There were many Gi- 
1} 4ncs there, the ſons of Auul in the land. 
{| Heavenis hee bid vrichode cagernefle, Lok, 
16.16. Every wan teh dene it It is an 
J/alluſion to ſouldiers that ſtorm a City or 
0=/ {| ſtrong Garriſon, vvith all the ſpeed ond vi- 
coins er 2 ons 
f vvork in a marching pace, t 
Talern off. And thus much ſhall 
1/f 3 ſecond ting, to ſnevy the 
of this holy 
| Net thang att diſcovery oF ehi holy 3 Thedi. | 
violence. Novr it is diſcovered by theſe | corcry of 
follovving n arks. A violent of zealous per. ag 
ſonis one, 

I Who is parieat in his ovvn cauſe, but 
impatient in Gods cauſe. This vas the 
temper of David. What the enemies did 
tie tered] in in the —— but 
vy againſt God vvas as « ſyyord 
IRIS Pſat 42. 10. A: with a 
in my bones ui enemies reproache leſt 
— « thy Gad? The 

te} 


1 


habeas | 


Pare. 


22 
— — — ͤ — 


I uxſal sz. 


ebnt * 
17. ** 
| ] 


I. 
Ad, 13. 
I122. 


; real of gbing 
T7 


\Pſal:1 19 my 


|beena mo eup all of paſſion, he broke 
be-tables of, ſtone, So 12 C kciſt vyas 
— for his ee he vyas alambe 
for-meekneſle; and yer in the c 


Fapbey, 5 


ft) 


; a an 
oi cy 


foon 
Plal63:2- Hong” e 42 
Ay le we 22. 
Se David this nag and. ſaid, 
Ihave found David the ſon o Tſe nan 
after mine ovvn e ſball all 
vill. P{al-119:6- Then fball I not be 
aſbamed, when I laue reſpeft to all thy cm- 

117. 

3 Ee is deſirous to gloriſie God y ſuf⸗ 
fering as vyell as by doing, to follow the lamb 

1 ſce ver | 17 to the We, 
vyell as ch to a priſo 
to a palace. Fer. a. a. / — ke; 
of. eh youth, when e 
4 lat was wot (awne.: Cant 8.5. 
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— 


dA Mas | 


is that cometh, e the ee , 
won 


all 


ſuf- 


5 


E= 1% Aber, Tom dhe wüderneſte of 
e, and (aid, f, L wil follow thee 


r 


_— 
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1e tab Chriſtian. 
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tis: © Matth. 8. 19. A certain Scribe 


whitherſorver thus g. He would follow 
Chriſt in doing, but not in ſuffering, an cloth 
doth laſt in wearing, but ſhciok in wetting; 
for when Chriſt told him, The foxes bude 


4 He lookes more after duty then re- 
ward, and complains more of his defects in 


holes, the birds of the air neſts, bur ibe ſan of 
man hath not to lay his head; verſe 20. 
his courage was abated.” ' 2 


it, then for want of erpected returnes co . 
Many men are content to follow God, fo 
long as there s any adva in ſo doing; 
they wil do their der der do bot tate 
for duty, but upon expectation of rewards, 
Remiſs ſpirits follow Gd as a dog doth his 
maſter, till he comes by a carrion, then he 
lea ves his maſter, ahd turns aſide to it: So 


Nat 


wicked men follow God till they come at 
a carrion, till they meet with ſome ſtink- 
ing luſt, ſome occaſion or object of ſin, but 
then they depart from God, and cloſe with 
it. But om the c- David followed 
after God, and thirſted for God event then 


when he was in 4 de and thirſty Land; where 
| David caſe,we ſhould hive ſaid; O Lord, 


wo water Was, Pſali63:r. Had we buen in 


give me drinkʒ lad we been in a batten land, 
we ſhould huve ſaid, O Lord, give me food: 


but Dovid in a barren und thi I, 
© LM O Lord,/ _ | 


19. 


P/al.6 3. 
I, 


1 4 
ths = 
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ts The Zeabie,Chriltian. || 


- | © Lord, give methyGlf. Thatia they 
3 oo eee 


i more e the — is 2 
. upon it, or as hire: —— the moſt vehe- 
ment in g.cold and froſty day : So that 
$ oppoſition that is made againſt a zcalous 
14 man goth; but make it che mare eager and 
fervent by e Ee A 9 Thus it was 
| iothe dayes of Chriſt, the it was to 
et to him, the more jolent and reltleſle 
were they.cill they came to him. T hey, ered 
ene pen another, being an innumerable multi- 
Luke 12. wr pre Loks 12.1- Some forced their 
I. eo Chtilt (as we ſay bunger doth to 
Mark 2. — through ſtone wall 2 24 4ud 
4 when they could net came nigh nate Clift fer 
the preaſſe,they #ncoyered the roof where be was, 
and when they bad broken it wp downs the | | 
bed; Gr., Such mas the — 2 yo Sy- 
rophenician, whole zeal vas not que 


eddie incredied by anpofition, chaugh 0 
ten Child r 


d 1 
FP eee ee 


ka po "ae. | 
| | 27s Auch Here xr vater (one vvould 


think ) 


. 7— %. 


2 77. EET 
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—— enou nch the zeal of many 
pho he fi of frer zeal — 
Flr of this cooling expreſſion ; 8 wer- 
ed, e. tat Me chil 
drevs crumbs, _ One compares à vi- 
olent Chriſtian e, the more paines 
you take togrrirbs, flicks the fatter on 
So a zealous Chriſtian, the more you ende- 
vour to pull bim from God, he cleaves the 
cloſer to him: This vyas Davids diſpoſi- 
tion; vehen he danced before the Lord 
when Michal deſpiſed him, and reproved 
him, and fell foul upon bim for it; de än- 
ſvvers 4 yet be mare vile then thu, will 
br baſe in mine own fight, fir it was before a 
Lord, 2 Sam 6.21;22. And thus m 
the third particular, the diſcovery;6f this 
Tide rote ro the fourth. 
E che 83 


hol 
e Le Nor Acer 
charm 10 A. Ae 
eb eriviall _— 
2 Suck vvas che violence o 


che Pharifets. abdut ywaſhi theie veſſel: 
and their bande before mear, ut el never 
looktafter the of the best o the 
prelaticall party ſheryed” mach pelt and 
violence about ceremonies, bereas they 
vvere ſukevvarm, yea cold in mot᷑e ſubſta u- 
tiall matters,' the obſervatlon of the Sab- 


bath, and the ſtrict exerciſe of holineſſe, 
D.3 Kc. 


Verſe 28. 


2 Fam. 6. 
21,22. 


4 Thedif-/ 
{erence 
between 2 
raſh and a 
holy vo- 
lence. 


9 


_— 


| 


RY 


The: Zealoks Chriſtian : 


24. 


Sc. They were yery violent for tha linnen 
Ephod, though it may be there S n le 


have xailes about et Communionatdble, 


prous ys ras cook groat care 20 


but ne ver took care to —— rail to keep 
prophpne perſons from the prophanation 
of the Sacrament; but now. a godly-maw'is 
moſt converſant about that, which way be 
| moſt advdnragighs rochim, which will 
him nerreſt heaven, which will be of m 
— to him to glorifie God, and to ſavehis 
nl 1 „ 

2 It is kindled by paſſion and vain glo- 
ry in the one, by zeal and holy indigna- 
tion in the other. Ttus many men are zea- 
lous inthe broaching of errours; when they 
9 glory by holding che trhthꝭ then 
they will give up themſelves to vent errours. 
Whereas true violence cames from a better 
principle, and aimes at an waits end! The 


Lebt g. 


fice f the Altar was to come from hraven, 
Levit.g.24. And when: Nadab and tAbiha 
offered Lacrifice with ſtrange fire, it was not 
| accepted, naythey were ſlain in their enter 
pre. Our — d be a fire from hea · 
yen«. God accounts that ſtrange fire we 
fetch from out ov heattss! 5 19515 0 1 

3 Violent raſh zeal ninkes a mango be- 
yond the bounds of) his place and calling 
Samuel reprov'd Sanbfor his headyuiblence, 
1 Sam. N 3. ;. When Has had rakenrupon 


him to offer lacrifie; Sammel ſaid, Theu 


2 


= I 


- 
= TR 


* 


| ; 
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The Seal Otttiftian. 


— COTS 


l abne fooliſhly. Let Saul pleaded a fair 


and I have not made 
[ Fareed my fat, 42 


of Reton, Marth. 26151, He beg ous his 
4 BY Sew b, L ant 


| good nne, That be and, bir banſe will ſerve 


L141 ſaĩd, Brednſt I ſav 
*% «#4 — 2 3 

> y a » - * | a a 
22 g, r 
Piftines will come down now 


l 
« ligation wnto the Lord. 
e anti offered k barnt- 
offering. 3 

Voß ſee Sa bad, much to fay, yet all 
would not ſerve to juſtifie his invaſion into 
we Priefly. office.” Susli was the. Molence 


of the High Prieſt and ſavete off his an 
hbly vielntetaakes a ee in his 


F.11, 12. 


theme [nes roge- | 
* he: |; 
wpen'me to Gilgal, 


place. A zealous Megiſtiate will ſeverely 
puniſh ſin, let other uſtices indulge it. A 
| zealous Miniſter will ke fairhfult = 
vent in the reproving of fin , o- 
thers pre dumb dogs, or flattererꝭ that 
ſowe pillowes under mens elbomer S0 a 


zealous maſter of a family reſolves with 


the Lord, fob gg. 1 J. whatever other ma- 


| ſters and other families do. Fire in its place 


is good and uſefull, but out of its place 
how hurtfyll and deſtructive? 


'D 4 Matth, 


„* "I. 


| 9 M. rb 1112. 
ls Sermons 
P Preacht at 


D — from the deer f john 
eb, the Baptiſt until nom be 


S ERN N 


Rua. 3 om of beaven ſuffer 
5% and the dio⸗ 


4 | 4 * 
| 4 
This. di 
* pore Bang natural 


and violens La that nat 
are {low ax meg g, bu: 151 = 
they come neere as jure nd 

a falling ſtone move very eee 

begins to fall. but faſter w CET] 
er its center.. Onithe contrary, Molen 
| motions are ſwiſter in the beginning, low.” 


0 er ii the concluſign. As an arrow ſhox, bebe. 


— oy — 


=£ 
— a —_— - 3c —- - La id —ũ— 
* * - 5 5 * 0 "4 wr Sf *. *. 


— 


N S 7 3 2 * I ; 


mw. 


; 
F 
: 


2 . — 


« This vvaꝭ the 


— 2 of I Hair. 
The her — more then ber firſt, 


| 
* e See br geo 
[<LI 1 abs ee 1 


. The fon 8 — 


oP er kirdbibtie neſfs bin the | el 
| not where to atth.$.:0 
his zeal was ab 142404 rk ao holy ly Viblence | Hath.29 


+ ins. + 6. Soni rf ml. 


8 
- 
_— 


11s —— — not abated by oppoſition, 
hen Behile, wy ich #6 31. 


122 27 8 Eon Ol 19. 


an besen iidlenewis ted more by ex- 
| | zmple-theritule; like chat violence- of the | 

people” of leer for bass, A. 2. | 4. 9 
Lome etſed bne thidg, and ſome another. 
and the moſt part Knew not wherefore they | | . 


were come together Suth was ——— 
of the Scribet and Phariſess, 5. 
48,497 TI erh the bariſees: 4 


HA.. 


* 7d decrivid Heut any of theru eri or 2 


. 
— I "I —_—— _- 
0 
- 
22 n — 
- W £ ” 1 x 


en $5444 
The Zedbn Guthak: 
| " the Phariſees beligunten him 4. Bae this he po eat 
— — norton þ 
hotly is Scripture-ru 
by popular example The word u 
rule that guided-Jo@me to then euibphicon, on a 
Thur be and his lose wontd ſenvelti LY 
7 One that hath this heady: vielance'ls 
moſt buſied with confroverfials:and cir- 
cumftantials in religion. Tha C was 
violent aꝑa inſt the rating of che bidod of} lence 
the ſacrifices, yet made no conſciohee of | olenc 
ſhedding the blood ef: fourſcoreatd five 
of the Prieſts of the Lord: But am hay vi- 
olence makes a man converſant cho pra- 
cticals of Chriſtianity, 1 Tit. a- The: puo- 
ple of God are a prpli xhalous of good Twarkes. 
There was leſſe of the power of religion 
in thoſe times wherein the Schoolmen moſt 
flouriſhed, and the lieat of mens ſpirits was 
ſpeat in curious andifrivolous fpeailations; 
while they that ſhould have inſtructed the 
peopis turn d diſpmants,chepaor multitude 
became Atheiſts. It was an heady violence 
detwixt the Eaſteru and WikeriuChnrch- 
es touching the time of the obſervation of 
E after, when many ather truths of Gd 
chat lay a bleeding were neglocted, and they 
did not comendeameſt — 'of — 
| dodtrines of faith»thar 


to the Saints. 80 — rage ror; us 
ſpend all eheir time about notions. and dil- 
putes, and this hathptoved a very canker 

to 


4 — —— Gad.v 14. | 
e is eee the p 


of bir fh 0154 »1 
8 An heady violeace js an uneven vo- 


d of | lence,thereisno aniformity in it ;/ itis a vi- 


ſome ſim not all ; it is for 


ſome duries, nos othersy ro act ſoine/graces, 


i- | but not al. Such was che vio 2 


[SA DATA A 


He was very hot and violent againſt the 
—ͤ— — 2 


28. ea deſtroyed B a out of Hue: But 


— not from the ſins ef ferabvam, 
rel to fin, arſe 31. Such was 
— Saul for ſacrifice; but not 
for obedience. ; But ui un holy viotence/i is 
uniforch, it carries a man out-againſd:every 
ſin, for every duty, it makes a mun t walk 
in all the commandements of Gd. 
9 This heady. violence will mabæ a wan 
diſturbs humans ſocieties and civil go verv 


— ̃ — 


| 


1 


2 Kings ' 
1 0.28. 


Verſe 31, 


: 

. Uſeq- 
For cau- 
tion in 4 
ch nzs. 


ery. u raid 


it holy vi ence is accompanied wich hu- 
miliatiqu, Keel. 3. 19. The Church of La- 
e eee to be zealous: and 


Tu 


:forrow, 
much ſhall 


The fourth ule.is farcaution, and chat in 
four particulars. .. f. Take herd of pleading 


| for, or being contented with a moderation 
in matters of religion. Moderationinreli- 


gon is accounted a vortue in theſe times, 
wheress Jeſus Chriſt would have ſpued us 
out bf his mouth. If Jeſus Chriſt commend 


| an boly violence in the matters of religion 


— —— 


=> TN 

caſaſof things fawfolland weeds "of things 

in this world; ; be moderare inde thigs, 

withllthat they may not binder yoir in your 

and — — ut ot it dy cal 

efſe: [ro be moderate ia religion; and thac 1:ſhall 
make appear in theſe four particulars. . 

1 Moderate eſtates do not'Cotitent you 

in the world. Men riſe up eatly, © to 


ore 
- | che next year — ayih be hh 


ter the things of this world, hb mah is con- 
tented with chat eſtate they are in, hut la- 
boursto imprdve i. Like” rhe Chaldeans, 
of vbom it is ſpohen Haba. A5. He in- 
lar geth bus defbre as be, d it . heath and 
cannot be ſatiefied' Bib gabernb unto = 
all nations,” and hedyeth unto bim aff peo 
And is it rea ſon that you that ate ſo i . 
derate in the purſuit and deſite of che pop: 
of this world, mould de moderate in 
— of beaven [318 
2 _ have been immodernte 3 in 
wes after your”! re your 
— and therefore in - reaſon rib ta 
ſhould ap purge r- 
after God and the things of eek ma- 
Tt eee — were till you 


his . -have 


— 


-. 
* = 

4 a 
ee. —— ) 


J 


notes to 


and pleu- 


i 


| 


I Jguſh out 
aden, {04 Lancers tl the Het ger when 
* | ritully. 0 Chriſtianity ; 
Gal.1.1 3 the chanch ef Gad, aud waſted it, Gab: 


— —C — 


bave you accompliſhe your ends in fin 
22 — — — be ſick of 
aſter hriſt, er treavenly things? i 

Haſt thou not · burnt in luſt, and will you be- 


— an? vat Mo, 
-3 God doth as great, yea more lous 
dulike of luke armneſſe in religion, as if a trou 
man were of no religion. Famous is that 68 
inſtance of Ziodicea, Ræusl. 3. 15, 16. I would 
thou wert cither-cald or bet. So them breanſe 
tus uit Inkewarm,Cnither cold nor bot 1 will || 
5e thee: ant of my newth: Nor that God cou 
would have men to continue in, or return Em 
to Fnganiſme or Julaiſme, both of which f fery 
his ſoul ebHors; but onely becauſe he doth 
exceedingly diſtaſte uke warmneſſe in the 
profefiion of C C | 
J 10 4 falſe religiow-men have ſhewed| 
much — we J. 46.6. 7 bey 
l iſb gold aut af „ and weigh fibver in 
2 Joldſmtb, and be maketh | | © 
it aged, they fall down,” yea they worſhip, &. Al. 
F —— <> Idolatrous 


religion; that they did no coſt nor 
| pains 5 br falſe Pro- 

phets, thoſe prophets and worſhippers of 
B King. 18.28. They criad alund, and 
eur themſelves aſtertheir wanner with — 
So paul when he was & Jet and adverſaty 
beyond meaſure he per ſcrutrd 
113. 
Terem. 


( 
Nef #/ 
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The Zealou 


2 


8 7 ö — waters 5 
e ces wt 

fon of Him, to: ranſe their er an 
* to paſſe 


in their Idola- 
if a — that they would 
hat cauſe their children to be burnt as a ſacri- 


— Are ao So likewiſe among 


ace zealous and eager for 
[heir — witneſle their whippings and 
3 rele 


faſtings and other penances. 

urn IF men be thus zealousin falſe wayes, how 
fetyent ſhould we be in a true? But ſo 
mach forthe firſt branch of che Caution. 
; a"Fake heed you do nat think you ſhall 
ever 8 to heaven without this holy zeal 
and tiolence. A was the violent in 
eln Baptiſts dayes that took heaven. You 
gan never go to heavenexceptyou ſtrive to 
enter in at the ſtraĩt 
| cill you ſweat, you muſt ſtrive wich all your 
might, and all will be little + Take 
| heed therefore you do not think it an eaſie 
ching to go to heaven. But wirhall take 
this, though you cannot go to heaven 
without this haly violence, you ſhall never 
go to heaven for it. Jamey 1. 25. Wheoſorver 


mn very ar Sages law of — —.— 
1 A oy 


gate. You muſt ſtrive | 


) 
0 
' 


Canton? i 


Jas. 1. 
25 


4 bis aced, TON ſee 1 _ 
a 


N EE 


Cant. 4. 


Ke 5. 


| half ao. go to heaven for his doi 
heaven without 


ing though i \ 
he cannot go to it. 


it. 

2 When you fee the ſervants of 
zealous and violent in the wayes of God, 
take herd you do not judge of this as the 
world doth, that you do not judge it a vain 
and needleſſe thing, or that you do not 


judge it folly and madneſſe. When Y 
was thus violent for the propagation of the 
Goſpel when he came before Fefan, Feu 
old him, that much learning made 
him mad: But Pax! ſaid, I am not mad, but 
ſpeak forth the words of truth and ſobernes. 
4 Take heed thou doeſt not abdte thy 
zeal in che matters of religion, becauſe it 
may be thou meeteſt with much 
and many ſcandals from the men of the 
world for the ſake of religion. Devid was 
more eager in bis danciag-before the Ark, 
notwithſtanding the ſcoffings of his wife. 
f ſcandals and reproaches and troubles 
will make thee abate thy zeal for God, 
chou wilt never be 'able to hold ont to the 
end. I will never believe that man will in- 
Jure 4 rack for his religion, chat cannot 
bear a reproach. He that cannot indute a| 
/ frown for it will never indure fire and fag-| 
got; if thou canſt not indure a taunt or jecr | 
for thy profeſſion of religion, much leſſe 
wilt thou endure a Gibbet. And fo much 
for the uſe of. Caution. 
The next ule is this: ** 


—— 1 


— 


E 


bles 


ag- 


ecr | 
efle |]| much thoſe Chriſtians, Heb#. 11. lived a- 


uch 


J| Chriſt and bis Ordinances; then. 


alt en 


of love, that St. Paui ſaith, - 


* 
. 


The: Zealow Chriſtan. 
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— in us an holy lamentatjoa th, 
4 
ies = | erp 2 


ſhould we lament and bewail our timgs, 
when we conſider havy defective men are 
nov adayes, and bovy much vve fall ſhort 
— — — firſt plantation of 
12 

We fall ſhort of them. 1 In regard of 
their love and union. It was obſerued that 
the primitive Chriſtians were fo fullof love 


auc aſfection to one another, that they | 


could be acquainted gogether as, well in 
bour as in half a year. In thoſe 
were ſo converſant in that duty 


it, and ſaid : Behold,” how the Chriſtians 


love one another. But we are fallen into 
the [{| choſe times wherein the love of men grows 
it cold; we, upon whom the ends of the 
not world are come, bite, and teare, and devour 


one another. | 
2 Wecome ſhort of them in the con- 


For la- 
ment on 
for the a · 
poſtaſe of 
our times. 
We fall 
Hort of 
primitive 
Chriftians 
| in three 

| regards. 

1 In loye. 


| 
| 


tempt of che world. You. know hovv 


bove the vvorld :: They confeſſed that they 


were but ſtrangers and pilgrims pen earth, 
#vith 


verſe 13. They vvere nat ſuti 
ey E che 


2 


— — 


—— —— — 
rn 


— A... 


— — 


| 


50 


ä — eau—_ 


— 


the vvor ld, but ſought after a better Coun- 
trey ⸗· They came and laid their wealih at thi 
Artie, fert tu di with it what foxvee be plea- 
ſed.” Por*cloathing'chey grtete contented 
with ſheeps xkind'and ins ; and in- 
ſtead of our ſtately houſes they vvere ſa- 
tisfied vvirh dens and caves of the earth. 

3 We fall ſhort of the primitive Chri- 
ſtiaus herein alſo, that they vvere taken off 
from that form of religion vvherein they 
vvere born and bred up, and received a nevv 
form of religion. Whereas they might 
have objected, all our fathers vvere bred 
up in the law of Moſer, and ſhall vve take 
upon us a new vvay, a nevy religion? But 
they did not contend about it, they forſook 
the radiments of Moſer, and imbraced this 
nevy vvay and doQtrine , vvhich as they 
thought vvas never taught before. But vve 
.are more addicted to cuſtomes then Scri- 
ures, vve chuſe rather to follovy vvhat 
ath been, then to conſider vvhat ſhould 


The Zealous Chriſtiah - | 


be. Many have much reaſoning and con- 


tention for the old forme of religion. Ma- 
ny are ſo ſetled in their old formes and 
wayes, wherein they were born and bred, 
that they will not indure or ſeek for a bet- 
tet form and way. Haylis in bis Geogra- 


phy reports of the Ring bf Morocco, that 


he told the Engliſh Embaſſadour in King 
obus time, that he bad lately read Pauli 


| Epiſtles, which he liked ſo well, that were 


g be 


rey | 


| 


T he Zealbas Chriſtian. 


hero chuſe his + religion he would . 

every t to die in 
the lese r e b 
————— ey are „— 


Foe! im tho 6 cuſtomes, and wayes — 
they were born; they will not deny them- 
ſelves in theſe triviall things for the exalta : 
tion of Chriſt; and herein alſo we fall 
ſhort of the primitiye Chriſtians. And thus 
much for the laſt uſe. And ſo 1 have diſ- 
patched the firſt and main 8 That 
in the times of the firſt gation of 
the Goſpel greater — or did — the 
Mini ſtery, ou — did come in with 
more holy violence after uren 
then ever did hefore. 


— 


er mon: 
Preacht at 
vrence 
Inn, May 
6 „ 1649 · 
SRM ON 
V. 


* | chem, Verily L ſay unto you, that the publicans 


I abe Chin. 


Marrugtw e 1I. 12. 


And from the dayes of John 
the Boptiſt until now, the 
Kingdom of beaven ſuffer- 
eth violence, aud the vio- 
lent take it by force. 


Here is but one Doctrine be- 
hinde, and that is taken from 
the conſider ation of the qua- 
lity of thoſe perſons who did 
expreſſe this holy violence; 

who they were our Saviour himſelfe ac- 

quaints us, Matth. 21. 31 feſms ſaid unte 


hexlits' go into the Kingdome of God 
ore you. Perſe 32. The prblicans and har- 
lar believed John. The Phariſees that led 
ſtrict lives, had a kinde of legall righteouf- 


receive 


— 


neſſe, yet they were not the people that did 


— 


— 
4 


| 


— 


— — 
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The Zealows Chriſtian, 
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receive Jeſus Chriſt, but publicans and har- 
lots. The Phariſees and lawyers rrjected or 
fruſtrated the counſel of God againſt them- 
ſelves, or within themſelves, being net baptized 
of bins. Bur the Publicans le God, being 
baptized with the baptiſme of John, Lale 7. 
29,30. They that uſed this violence were 
men that lived by ra pine, deceit, exaction, 
and oppreſſion; ſo did the Publicans. 
Whence the obſervation is this. 

That uſually thoſe that have been moſt 
ſinful before converſion, do expreſſe the 
more holy violence and eagerneſſe of affe- 
Rion after Jeſus Chriſt in the Goſpel after 
they are converted: In the handling of 
this point I ſhall do three things. 

I I ſhall demonſtrate the truth of it by 
Scripture-inſtances. 

2 I ſhall ſhew the rea ſons why God did 
pitch upon ſuch chiefly, who were moſt no- 
torious ill-livers. 

3 I ſhall ſhew why ſuch men are more 
violent in religion then others. 

x I ſhall demonſtrate the truth of the 
doctrine by Scripture-inſtances. I ſhall give 
but two inſtances ; the one in Mary Mag- 
dalene,the other in Paul. 1 Mary M 
lene, the was an unclean perſon, a very har- 
lot, a great ſinner, but after her converſion 
ſhe thought nothing too much for Chriſt. 
1 She anointed his feet with a pound of 


Spikenard that was very coſtly, worth three 
- BY hun- 


Luke 7. 
29,30. 


Dot. 2. 


Proycd by 
example. 
Magdalenr. 


— —„— 


The Zealow Chriſtian. 


broke through many difficulties to come to 
Chriſt. Chriſt was in another mans houſe, 
(and hie Simon a Phariſee) Luke 7.36, 37. 


and ſet down to ſupper. She might have 


raiſed an objection, and ſaid, I cannot come 
at him, and they in the houſe may think e- 
vill of it; but all this could not keep her 
back: Further, there were more Akon. 
ragements. Not onely Judas but others 
were angry at her, Mark 14. 4. There were 
ſome ( not onely Judas but others alſo ) that had 
indignation within themſelves, and ſaid, Why 
was this waſte of the ointment made Lea, the 
Diſciples too had indignation at her: Mat. 
26.3. The Diſciples mdignation. Yet ſhe 
came to Chriſt through al theſe difficulties, 
and ſhe wept , Late 7. 44. And that /o plen- 
tifully, that ſhe maſhed the feet of Chriſt with 
ber tears, Her eyes that had been windows 


2 Another inſtance is that of Saal. Be- 
fore his converſion he was a notorious fin- 


holy man Stephen, Act 8. 1. He was a man 
that breathed out 1 and flaugh- 
ters againſt the Diſciples of the Lord, 42, 
9.1, He was a blaſphemer, a perſecutor, 
and injurious, 1 Ti. 1. 13. he cared not 
what be did to the people of God. Vea, 


ſurther he did compel others to blaſpheme 
| | Att. 


hundred pence, that is, worth above nine 
pound in our money, Ibn 12.5. 2 She 


of luſt,were now flood - gates of tears. 


ner. He had an hand in the death of 0 
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AR. 26.11. and being exceedingly mad a- 
againſt them, be 2 — them even to 
ſtrange Cities. And yet behold, this man 
that was ſo eminent a ſinner before his con- 
verſion, afterward made recompenſe; he 
grew and abounded in grace. ; be grew as 
eminent in grace, as he was notorious in fin. 
As be had hailed men to priſon formerly, 
ſo now he drawes them to Chriſt. He 
preachedthat faith that once he perſecuted, 
Gal.1.23- So much for the firſt particular, 


| the proof of the point by Scripture-inſtan- 


ces. 

The ſecond particular is this: Why did 
God pitch upon ſuch chiefly, as were moſt 
notorious ill-livers? ; 

lanſwer ; Two reaſons may be given of 
it. 

x Tobeat off the Phariſces from reſting 
in their own righteouſneſſe, that they might 
ſee that ſalvation was of grace, and not of 
works. Had this effect appeared in multi- 
tudes of the Scribes and Phariſees, ſome 
would have attributed it to their learning, 
others to their ſtrict and holy walking, and 
auſtert converſation, people would have 
thought ny had merited this at Gods 
hands; And therefore God paſſed by them, 


and made choice of others far more un- 
holy and profane, to knock them off from 
their own righreouſnefle, and from depen- 
dance upon it. | 


E 4 41 


Alt; 26. 
11. 


Gal. 1.23 


Leſt» 
Why did 
God call 
ſuch vile 
perſcns? 


Anſw. 1. 


| 
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. Why arc 


| ſuch moſt 
zealous ? 


Anf. l. 


2 Cor. 7. 
11. | 


2 Ir was to magnifie the riches, freeneſs 
and greatneſſe of Gods grace, that was 
brought in and manifeſted by the Goſpel. 
God would hereby give to underſtand that 
the doctrine of the Goſpel was « doftrine 
of grace (not that men might live as they 
lift, for theſe vile people were not incou- 


| raged in, but redeemed from a vain conver- 


ſation, but) Fobus work was a tough and 
hard work to pull down thoſe that were as 
high as mountains in pride, as hard as the 
rocks of thoſe mountains, to make rough 
and crooked things ſmooth and ſtraight. 
And yet all this John was to do, all this 
7okn 44 in the preparation of the people 
for Chriſt, a. 40. 34. The greater the wound 
is, the more is the skill and care of the Phy- 
ſician ſeen and commended, The more and 
greater the fins are that are pardoned, the 
more is the grace of God advanced. 
So much for the ſecond particular. 

. Thethird particular is this: Why are 
ſuch vile and ſinfull perſons moſt eager and 
violent after their converſion ? 

Anſw.1. This proceeds from an holy in- 
dignation againſt themſelves , which is a 
fruic of repentance or converſion, as you 
read, 2 Cor-7-11+ For this ſelf-ſame thing that 
Je ſorrowed after « godly ſort, what cartſalueſſe 
Arn | wy Eng clearing of Jour 
2 indignation, yea what fear, yea 


ß;(ñ— II IC eee En——s 


what fire, Jes what zeal, yea what revenge ? 
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There ariſeth in ſuch a deſire to be rover (, 


ged upon themſelves, 7/a. 20.22. Te ſhall de- 
file alſo the covering of the graven images of 
ſelver, and the ornament of thy molten images 
of. gold, thou ſhalt caſt them away as a menſtru- 
one cloth, thou ſhalt ſay unto them, Get thee 
bence. I[4-2.20. In that day 4 man fſhabbcaft 
bus idols f filver, and his idols ＋ old which 
they have made, each one for himſelf to worſbip, 
to the moles and to the bats. Cranmer burned 
his right hand firſt, becauſe it had ſubſcri- 
bed his recantation, and oftentimes repeat- 
ed in the flame, Oh this unworthy right 
hand! An holy indignation makes him to 
reaſon thus within himſelf. Could I fin 
worſe then others, and ſhall I now be con- 
tented with leſſe grace then others? Could 
I be as ſwift as a Dromedary in the wayes 
of ſin, and ſhall I creep like a ſnail in the 
wayes of God ? Have I been zealous for the 
committing of ſin, and ſhall I be cold in 
my motions after Chriſt 2 Such perſons are 
Ae of their former wayes, and there- 
fore they now labour to take off that re- 
proach by making ſome reparations. 

2 This proceeds from that ſenſe that is 
in ſuch perſons of an utter and abſolute ne- 
ceſſity of getting into Chriſt. You know 
a man that hath bur cut his finger will. not 
make much ado, but be that hath got a 
great and dangerous wound ſees a neceſlity 
of the cure, and that he is a dead man oF 


— 
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are inconſiderable, he ſees no neceſſity. of 


that hath been much in fin, and notorious 
in wickedneſſe, when God comes and opens 
his gyes by effectuall calling, he ſees a neceſ- 
fity of getting help by Jeſus Chriſt, and 


this doctrine is eminently uſefull to three 
forts of men. 1 To thoſe that have been 
formerly very vile and great ſinners, but 


| are now converted. 2 To meer civill and 


honeſt men. 3 To thoſe that yet remain 
and go on in a ſinfull courſe. 

1 Totboſethat have been formerly very 
great ſinners, but are now converted: To 
them I have two things to ſay. 

1 Labopr to follow this pattern that is 
here propounded in the Goſpel, and in this 
doctrine. Labour to proportion your gra- 
ces now that you are converted,to the num- 
ber and greatneſſe of your ſins before con- 
verſion. As you have been violent in fin 
formerly, ſo ſee that now you be as yio- 
ent after the things of heaven. So did 

faxaſſer, he was a great ſinner, he fil- 
ed ſeruſaſalam with blood, he was a groſſe 
Idolater, a deſtroyer of Gods worſhip, 


EY 
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19 
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he do not get help. So a man that lives in 
a common way of ſinning, he thinks his ſins [| 


| 
| 


that if he have not Chriſt, he is un- 
done for ever, he ſhall periſh eternally. | 
And thus I have finiſhed the doctrinal part: | 
Iproceed now to make application. And 


2 Chron. 


{cloſing with Chriſt for cure. But a man || 


: 


— 


gr 


— 


SFr 


2 


U 


The Zealow Chriſtian, 


' | Pamnjelf greatly before the Go ; 1. 
1 Pao! þ wade, he was 4 Laer ſinner 
then the reſt of the Apoſtles; therefore 
he labobred more abundantly then they all. 
II therefore ſin hath abounded, ſee that 
grace doth Abound alſo. As you have for- 
merly added iniquity unto iniquity, ſo now 
ſee that you adde grace to grace. As you 
have with much eagerneſſe given up the 
members of your bodies, as inſtruments of 
norighteouſneſſe unto ſinand uncleanneſſe; 
ſo ſee that you give them up as inſtruments 
of rigbteouſoeſſe unto holineſſe. Particy- 
larly, ſce that you do abound, 1 In the 
grace of hnmiliation. 2 In the grace of 
love. 1 In the grace of humiliation; lit- 
| tle humiliation is not ſuitable to great ſins. 
That garment that hath moſt ſpots in it, 
muſt have moſt rinſing; that” which hath | 
moſt duſt in ir, needs the moſt beating. 
There mnſt be a ſic#t, not onely qualitatis, 
but 49qualitat alſo, if poſſibly it can be. 
There ſhould be ſome equality between the 
ſtrength that was put forth in the ſervice of 
ſin,and that we now put forth in the ſervice 
of God. It is very obſervable, Levit. 11. 24, 
25. He that tencheth an unclean thing, (ball be 
unc lean till even; but he that brareth an unclean 
thing, ſhall waſh his cloathes, and be unclean till 
| even. Though a man be but defiled a 
little with ſin, if he doth but touch a (in as 
it 
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it were, commit a little ſin; he had need be 


15. 


bumbled ; but thoſe: that wallow in ſinfull the 
curſes and bear fin about them, they muſt Þ ſurre 
look to be more humbled then others were. run 
2 See that you proportion your love to 8 
Chriſt to your ſinfulneſſe againſt Chriſt in do 
times paſt. Haſt thou been a great and a 

vile ſinner before converſion, know that a || after 
little love to Chriſt is not anſwerable to WAte 
chy great ſins. Luke 7. 7. Her ſins which to im 
are mauy are forgiven her, therefore ſhe loved be c⸗ 
much. Jeſus Chriſt expects and requires} oF 

more love of ſuch to whom he hath par- 
doned much, then he doth of thoſe ro I 
| whom little is forgiven. We — | Chr 

Jobs 21. | 21.1 5- Jelus id veto Fiter, Simon, ſon of 
115» | fon.u, Loveſs thou me more then theſe ? Jeſus | thou 
Chriſt did not ask him, Loveſt thou me at to d 
all? nor, Loveſt thou me as theſe ? bur, ||| ' | 
| Loveſt thou me more then theſe > Thou he. 
hatt ſinned more then theſe, doelt thou love ||| bis 
[me more then theſe ? Chrilt expected more PV 
love from Peter then from the reſt of the bee 
Diſciples. And ſo Feter did return more che 
love to Chriſtthenthe reſt did. And though || 99 
the book of the Acts be called the Acts of ||| che 
the Apoſtles, yet there is more ſpoken of ||| +3 
Peter then of all the reſt of the Apoſtles || | "6 
chat had ſeen Chriſtin the fleſh. Peter after || G 
his fall did ſhew more love then the reſt. || | %P 
Acts 1. t Peter preached the firſt Sermon after ſh 
I5. Chriſts reſurtection and aſcenſion, Act f. | riſ 

| 15. 
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| be $15- 2 Peter was the firſt that went into 
full che Sepulchre after Chriſts death and — 
nuſt ſurrection. Although Peter and Joby did 
ere, run to the Err & John out-ran Peter, 
e to [and came firſt thither, yet Peter firſt went 
t in {down into the Sepulchre to ſee where 
d a Chriſt was laid, obs 20.6, 3 When Chriſt 
at a || after bis reſurrection was walking upon the 
» to waters, Peter caſt himſelf into the Sea to go 
hich to meet Jeſus, he had no patience to ſtay till 
wed || became at bim, fob. 21.7. 4 Peter converted 
ires more ſouls to Chriſt then all the reſt of the 
par- || Apoſtles did, 3000 ſouls at one Sermon. 
to | 5 Peter died for Chriſt, he was crucified for 
ah || Chriſt;and he deſired that be might be cru- 
” of cified with his head downward, becauſe he 
eſus {| thought it was too much honour for him 
e at to die as his Maſter. So you ſee that as Pe- 


dut, ter had been more treacherous to his waſter | 


hou then the reſt; ſo Peter was more ardent in 
ove ||| his love to Chriſt then the reſt, And ſo you 
ore muſt all learn to ſee, that as your figs have 
the been more and greater then the fins of o- 
ore ther men; ſo your humiliation muſt be 
ugh re love muſt be ſtronger. That is 
; of che firſt branch of the firſt Uſe. 

| of , This may teach you to magnifie the 
Hes || | riches and freeneſſe of Gods grace, that 
ter || | God ſhould caſt an eye of grace and love 
eſt. ¶ upon ſuch a wretch as thou waſt ;that God 


ifter ſhould paſſe by ſuch men as che ſtrict Pha · 
21. . and pitch upon thee that God 
a on 


15. 


. 


| Luke 18. 
14. 

Longe poſ- 
ſibilius eſt 


meretrices 
& notorios 
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enim tan 
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| upon thee, that might cauſe his juſtice to 
7 Uſe. * | 
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This I ſpeak not that I would diffwa 
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| ſhould not make thee as exemplary in pu- 
niſhment as thou waſt in fin; that thou 


ſhouldeſt he made a monument of his mer - 
who deſerved to be a (| le of wrath; 
har God ſhould make his mercy to reſt 


take hold upon thee. So much for the firſt 


2 This Doctrine is uſefull to men of a 
civil carriage, of an honeſt and in - offenſive 
behaviour in the world, that have been re- 
ſigiouſly educated, lived ingenuouſſy, that 
never broke out into ſuch groſſe and exor- 
bitant courſes as other men have done: 

To you I would ſay three things. 

1 Wherees' you ſay, that you are of a 
more cvillfifechen others, and fo you are 
apt to perſwade your ſelves your caſe is bet- 
ter then others: Conſider, others are more 
eaſily and - ordinarily converted then you 
are:  Publicans go to heaven before you. 
Vou read in Zeke 12.1 4. the Publican went 
away juſt: rather then the Phariſee. 
Latber hath a notable gloſſe upon theſe 
words : tis far more eaſie for harlots and 


notorious ſinners to be ſaved; then for 


proud titular: Saints; becauſe the former 


righteouſneſſe, except they | 
an extraordinary manner: } 


ace eaſily: brought to a ſenſe of their fins, | 
but the latter are like to periſh in the con | 
ſceit of their own 
be converted in 
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[from a civill courſe of life, or draw you to] tar ſentire 
lia open profaneneſle; but that you may | /««Prccate, 
I aot reſt upon your moral accompliſhments, — 

upon your good meanings, and think that — | 
you are ſermon- proof, that the Miniſter] gitatis wo- 
can hardly meet with yopr corruptions and | riss i- 
conſciences. þ mirabul 
2 If God doth convert fuch men uſual- —.— 
ly, they are not ſo eminent in grace then | 
others: This is expreſſed, Luke 7.43, &c-| Lake 7. 
He to whom moſt is forgiven, loves moſt, 43 
and doth molt ſervice. Uſually ſuch con- 
cent themſelves with ſmallet meaſures of 
grace, then they whoſe tranſgreſſions have 
exceeded; ©». | 
3 Whatthy ſins want in bulk and mag- 
nitude; thou makeſt up in number; Tow 
tranſgreſſions are maxy, your bath-ſlidings art 
increaſed , 7 erem. 5.6. Thy continuance 1n Jer. 5. 6. 
ſins makes thy ſins equivalent to greater 
fins; if your fins fall ſhort of others in na- 
ture, it may be they exceed in aggravati- 
ons; it may be thou ſinneſt againſt more 
mercy, more knowledge: it may be thou 
maieſt have more ſin in thine heart, though 
H anothers ſins do more bre ak out in his life. 
So much for the ſecond Uſe. 
3 This Doctrine is uſefull to profane 
men, to the looſer ſort. 
Let this be an invitation and incourage- 0 3 
ment to you to come in to Chriſt, and to pe 
imbrace the Goſpel. 1 Though your fins | into re- 
3 gards. 
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2 Though thou haſt been very ſinfull, Fi 
yet thy converſion taketh away all infamy 


| chr the grace of God he found mercy. 
82 abſervable, that in the — 
of Chriſt there are but four women menti- 
oued, (ic is Naias — women in |P' 
genealogies) and the Scripture ſets a mark e 
of inſamy upon them all. The firſt is 
Thamar, Matth. 1. 3. ſhe was an inceſtuous Þ 
woman, for ſhe lay with her father in law, 
as it is recorded, Ger. 38.33. The ſecond is 


31. The third is Ruth, verſe 5; ſhe came 
Alcab, the fon of Lat by inceſt, begotten of 
his own daughter, Gen. 19.37. The fourth 
is Batbſheba, verſ.6. ſhe was guilty of adul- 


from-thee. Paul was once a blaſphemer, xc. de 
bur that roproach was rolled away, when 


Rabab, verſe 5. ſhe was an har lot, Heb. 11. f 


tery. This is done for the comfort and in- 1 


couragement of the molt infamous ſinners 
to eome in to Chriſt. lf 
31 
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dy of words thou haſt; but he looks at th 
divinity of prayers, which is from th 
qualification of a'petſon, from a juſtifiec 
perſon, and in a linRtified manner: It 
good to enquire, Ii my heart right? Ie m 
mind compoſed ? Are my affectione — | 
kindled in prayer? But chiefly enquire, i 
Tay my 
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| wherher this be not ground enough for the 
Doctrine, Thac a ſtate of friend(hip, is 
not fufficient for the acceptance of our 
Prayers. D | tec 
I come now to the ſecond thing, and 
that is, a cafe of conſcience : it is this; Ia 
what Cafes may God — to giv: his 
| le the thing they, pnaꝝ or? I anſwer. i 
| ls caſe you indutgeany ſin ĩn the heart. 
Pſal. 66. 18. IA regard iniquity in my beart, 
the Lord will noi beur' my prayer. Sin which 
is in thine heart, by thine indul and 
approbation, doch provdke that he 
will not give an anſwer to chy prayers, 
2. In caſe thou doſt ſeeł for any mer 
from God, to be ſewel for thy ſin and luſt, 
Jaw. 4. 3. | James 4. 3. Te ae and receive not, becauſe 
ye arke amiſſe, that you may confune it upon your 
Iuſts. So the mother of Zebedees children, 
Mat. 20. Matth. 20.21. She ſaĩd to Chriſt, Grant that 
21. theſe oy two ſor may fit, the one en thy right | 
band, tbe other on thy left in thy kingdom. Nou 
this was an ambitious deſire; for ſhe ſhew-. 
ed Chriſt would have reigned upon earth, 
as an earthly King,and ſhe deſired that they 
might be next him, as he ſat upon tt 
Throne, Therefore Chriit ſaid, Tau know 
not what you 4k, Chriſt would not give 
any anſwer to her requeſt; he wauld no 
gratiſie her pride and ambition. | 
3. In cafe God ſees we are not able to 
uſe the mercy. well when we have it. If 
| you 
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wouls ask 2282 it may be 


gifts would make 

Anouk be puf- 

{| fee i exalc thy ſelf above 

and |; ty. herefore God. will deny 

; lo [Fthee. We read,Gen.26-1,2. When there-was | | Gen 26.1% 
his a famine in the Land, —— He went to enquire | 2 

En 2 ic E- 

2 anſwered, Go net into Egypt. 

0 e 22 but in che 


zypt, and not Lade. 
| raſon is this, Iſaac was a man of weaker 
| Graces then Facob was; and God ſaw, that 


if Tſaac had gone down into Ægypt for 
| corne, he would have fallen into rhe ſinnes 
[of the Land. Nom Jacob was a ſtrong man 

| in grace and in gifts; for as a Prince he 
| wraſtled wich God, and prevailed, and war 
called, Iſrael. God ſaw — Faceb would 
| reſiſt their idolatrous wayes, and not be 
| guilty of their fins. So you may ark mer- 
cies of God, and it may be you are not able 
to manage them well. And therefore God 

| denies you; when as another askes the 
| ſame mercy, and Gad gives it to him; be- 
cauſe he ſees he will uſe it well, and im- 
prove it to Gods glory. Therefore reflect 
upon thy felf; and when God denies thee 
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Queſt. 


| Denials of 
prayers 
when 1 
mercy ? 


* 


Auſw. 1. 


The zealouy Chriſtian: 
a merty, which thou haſt ed at his 
hands; Say to chy ſelf, this is in 
mercy, ſor he did not think me fit for it. 
If men would take this way to conſider of 
ord dealing wich — it would — 
murmurings and repinings o 
hearts againſt God. omg 
4. If you pray but curſorily and care- 
prayes coldly, doth, as it were, increat Goc 
to give him à denjal. God promiſeth tok 
found, If we ſeek him with our whol 
heart: But if we be careleſs and regardleſs 
our ſelves, how can weexpe@ that God 
ſhould regard us? | | 
So much for anſwer to that queſtion, In 
what cafes God may deny bis peoples 
prayers. This is the ſecond thing. 
The third particular, is another Caſe 
of conſcience. And it is this. 
Seeing God doth not | ear the prayers of bis 
le in ſome caſes ; How may we know, whe- 
ther the denyal of our prayers be in mercy or no? 
God doth not hear the prayers of wick» 
ed men, he denies them in wrath; but bis 
peoples prayers he denies in mercy; an 
that is in theſe caſes. | 
1. This is'a mercy, in caſe any of his 
people ask any thing that is finful in it 
ſelf. God denies that to his people in mer- 
cy,which he gives to others in wrath. God 


will not alwaies give to his people what 


Py r | 
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| when God doth grant mercies to wicked 


they pray for, but what is beſt for them. If 


God ſhould give his people all they ask, 


they would be undone. It is, mercy to de- 
ny amad mata ſword, for be would cut 
his ownthroat with it : To deny a child 
a knife, for he would cut his fingers with 
it. You havean inftance in Peter, Luke 5. 
8. ben Simon Paterſaw bim, be fell down at 
Teſis bis knees, ſaying, Depart from me, for I 
an « fiaſul man, O Lord. Hd Jeſus Chrift | 
— Peter his requeſt, he had been un- 

for ever; Therefore he would not 
depart from him. So that this denial was 
in mercy. As on the other fide, it is a de- 
monſtration of Gods wrath, many times, 


men. So it was to Pharaoh, he deſired that 


God granted it, thereby to harden Pharoabs 
heart, and make him ripe for deſtructi- 
on. 

2. God den ies ig mercy, if chat we ask 
would be an occaſion of ſinne. Suppoſe a 
man beg wealth; Gad ſees the having of 


at God doth not hear many in their defires, i of — 


+ Bt that 


God would remove the plagues from him; 


wealth would make him a proud man: 
Now thedenial of that is a mercy to him. if Vg 
As in the forementioned inftance.” God negat propi- 
would not let Iſaac go down to Egypt, #43 mul 
becauſe it would have been an occaſion of * Deus mn 
into kim. As be ſaid very well, God de- se, 
nies chat in love, which he grants in anger. 1 
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Act 1.7,8. 


Aut dabit 
Deus quod 
rum, 
-ut qued 
„ Vit un- 
ius. 


bl. 80. 4. 
Non differt 
Dew eo 
quod dare 
non Ault 


ö d ut auflo 
I tefiderro 


a®%nlontiug 


gare foſit. 
Anſcing. 


chat he may beat them tor their good. 
3. God denies a E in mercy, when 


defire of Moſes that he might goe into 
the land of Canaan, but it was to 
him to goe to the heavenly Canaan, and 
theretoreGod tranflated him chither. 90 
the Apoftles defired Chriſt co tell them, 
when he would reflore the Kingdomè to 
lirael, He would not reſolve them that, 
pet he gave them a greater mercy, for he 
gave them the holy Ghoft: So David de- 
ared the life of that childe that was Ille- 
eitimate z but God tooke away the baſtard 
(which would have been a living monu- 
ment of. Davids folly ) and gave him a 
Solomon, God will either givevs what we 
aske (faith Bernard) or what he knowes to 
be bettet for ut. | 

4. God thay deny to returne this re- 
queſt in mercy, to quicken our he2res and 
«ff: tions. in prayer, and co make us more 
eager in the purſuit after. mercy, God 
many times denies that mercy whizh thou 
beggeſt, not as though he would nor heart 
thee, but to ſte how thy heart will be 
drawn out towatds him in prayer, to 
make thee more vthement and importu- 
nate in thy defiret. Thus God Was angry 
with the prayers of his people, Pſal. 80. 4. 
that they might be more fervent. God 


doth nor delay to heare our prayeri(faith 
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he gives a better in lieu of it; It was che 


| Anſelme)] 


| 


de- 


Seis | 


ily, and will he heare 4 (lave? If God 


the pray 


oh wicked man, that art in ſtate of enmi- 


The wealons. Chriſtian. 
Anſelne) becauſe he hath no minde to 
give, but that our defires may be kindled, 
and ſo he may take occaſion to give more 
plentifully. | 

5. God may deny a thing in mercy , if 
thou didſt too eagerly defire the mercy, 
and too affectionately ſer thine heart up- 
on it; if chou loveſt ic too much in the 

jon, thou wile be exctſſive in the 
fruition: Rachell had better wanted Chil- 
dren, which ſhe ſo imperuouſly delired;for 
ſhe had a childe and died in childe- bed. 
God turnes mercies too paſſionately de- 
fired into curſes, and ſnares to us, or elſe 
takes them away from us, And ſo l have 
anſwered this ſecond Queſtion. And that 
is the third and laft particular; I come 
now to application. 

Uſe 1. Confider this, oh all you wick- 
edand ungodly men ; Confider how far 

ou are from having your prayers heard 
hat? will not a father heare his childe, 
when he prayes to him coldly ind remiſſe- 


will not heare the remiſſe prayer of a god 

ly man, doft thou thinke he will heare 
ers of a wicked man ? If God will 
not heare his peoples prayers at all times, 
notwithſtanding they are in a flate of 
friendſhip , will God heare thy prayers, 


Uſe 1, 


ty againſt him? If God will not heare 
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| The zealous Chrifti 
' [rhe prayers of his own people, which are 
— his delight - def thou. thinke 
he will heare thy prayers, which are al-| 
wayes an abomination to him? . 
2. This ſhould put an holy awe upon I 
the hearts of all godly men z what t | 
you are in a ſtate of favour with | 
though this will carrie your ſoules to hea - 
ven, yet this will not bring you a return 
of your prayers, ' You muſt have your ; 
hearts rightly qualifyed,. before God will 
give a returne of thy prayers,. And thus 
much for cke ſecond doctrine, and alſo for | 
the negative condition. 
come now to the condition pofitive,to 
which, returnes of prayer are annexed; 
Though ke will not riſe and give bim , becauſe 
be is bis friend ; yet becauſe of bis importunity, 
be will riſe and give bim as many 4s. be needs, 
From which part of the texc you may ob- 
ſerve this doctrine. | 
That the pecple of God muſt not content 
them ſelves with being in a ſlate of favour, and 
friendſbip with God, but they muſt alſo labour | 
after this boly ip portunity in prayer, be ſore 
they can have their prayer 2 > 
In the handling of this doctrine, I (ball 
proceed in this method... 
1. I (hall anſwer an obzeſtion that 
{ftands in the way. "W 
2, Iſtall ſtewarhat this importunlty is. 
3. — — wor ks this in bi 
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4. Wherein lies the difference berween 


; an holy importunity, and à naturall im- 


portunity. 
5. What are the reaſons, why the pec- 
ole of God muſt have this importunity in 


6. How comes it to paſſe that ſo many 


want this holy importunity in their 
ayers? 

7. What helps may be uſed to attaine 
this ſervencie and importunity of ſpirit. 
And then 1 ſhall apply it by way of Cau- 
tion. 
1. Imuſt anſwer an objection which is 
this, It may be ſeme will ſay, what need is there 
that this condition. ſhould be ſo much preſſed, 
what need is there of importunity in prayer 7 
Hath not God decreed what mercy to beflow up- 
en me ? if ſo, then I am ſure I ſhall have tho 
mercies , let me pray bow I will; and on the 
contrary, if God hath not decreed to give me 
ſuch a mercy ,- I ſball not have them, let me 
pray never ſo well; for the decree of God is ef. 
ſeduall, irrefiſtable , and tannot be altered; 
All mi ne importunity cannot alter the decree of 
| God. 
For anſwer to this, I ſhall propound 
three things to your confideration. 

1. We have not to doe to ſearch into 
the ſecret will of God, we are to minde 
the revealed will of God, and not the ſe . 


Obje: 
1. 


Sol. 


| cret 3 It concernes not us to know what 


115 


SSL; 


*. 


— ws 4 


=" 
o 


2 Sam. 27, 
28, 29% 
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God will doe, bur what G u would have 


long ts God, but revealed things to , and t 


the decree! and counſell of God, but or 
Iy as he is pleaſed to reveale it. 


is the meanes that God hath appointed us 
to uſe for the obtaining of merey. | 

3. The deeree of God muſt not make 
us to be remiſſe in prayer; for God hath 
deereed not onely the end, but alſo the 
meunes; as God bath decreed to give thee | 
mercy , ſo he hath alſo decreed that thou | 
ſhouldeſt pray for it. And therefore where 
ſvever the decree or purpoſe of God is 
mentioned, ic is uſed as an argument, to 
flirre up the people of God to prayer. 
For thou db Lord of boſtr,God of Tſrael. boſt re- 


'|-veated to thy ſervant ſaying,7 will build thee an 


houſe , therefore bath thy ſervant found in bis | 
bedrt to pray this prayer unto thee. And no 
ab Lord God, thou art God, that God and thy\ 
words be true, and thou boſt promiſed this 

neſſe unto thy ſervant. Therefore now let it 


that it may continue for ever before thee : For 
thou ob Lord God baſt ſpoken it, and with thy 
bleſſing let the bouſe of thy ſervant be bleſſed for 
ever. Vou ſee here God had parpoſed, and 


— 


m 


1 A promiſed} 


our Children; we know not any thing of 


Tuough God can give a merty wichout 
| prayer, yet he hath not any where pro- 
miſed to give it without prayer. Prayer 


pleaſe thee to hleſſe the beuſe of thy ſervant, |} 
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us to doe. Deut. 29. 29. Secret things be- 4 
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ſyromiſed to bleſſe the houſe of David, and 
to continue it for ever ; doth this make 
nd tofI[Devid remifſe in prayer? doth David ar- 
Igue, What need I pray for this mercy, ſee- 

vg God is reſolved to give it ? No, Druid 

I] cakes this hint, and uſeth ic to good pur- 
poſe in his prayer. Another inſtance you 
have in Iſasc. God haddecreed, and pro- 
miſed' chat the ſerd of Abrabam ſhould be 
tyed as che ſtarres of the heaven, 

Gen. 15.5. and that this promiſed ſhould 


ke be ſhed in Tſagc. Did this make 
aach ect prayer? No, for we read 
the 25. 21. Iſauc htreuted the Lord for bis 
thee vie, becauſe ſbe was barren, and the Lord 
ou | was intreated of bim, ce. Though God 
Te- bad promiſed, that in Iſase all the nati- 
1 is ons of the earth ſhould be bleſſed, yer 
to = betakes himſelte to prayer to God, 
er. | for the accompliſhment of that mercy, 
re- chat was decreed and promiſed. 

an But you will ſay , ſuppoſe God bath decreed 
bis | | be will no? give me tbe mercy Ipray for, what 


benefit is it for me to pray for it ? 


{ anſwer, 1. It is more then any man 
doth know, that God hath decreed he 
will denie thee the mercy thou askeft, 
2. If it be ſo that hath decreed not 
to give thee the mercy thou prayeſt for, 
yet God will give thee the returne of 

er into thy boſome ; though it may 
he will not give thee the particular 


thing 
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| Gen. 32. 


| 26,  Litfmne{co2, for the day breakgth : And be ſaid,T 


ru a. 8 


objection. 
this boly importunity : 


ſhame. It is a metaphor. taken from -beg- 
ars, who are impudently. impontunate, 
and take no denyall; if — them 
once, they will aske you again, again, 
and never leave till chey get — de- 
lire. It 4 together of all the 


affections o 


neſtly deſirous after. the good it wants, 
that ic will not reſt, nor leave off the du» 
ty, untill he doe finde ſome returne. 
This is ment Rom., 12. 12. Continuing in · 
tant in prayer. The Originall word is very 
emphaticall; It notes not onely to per- 
ſcvere, but to perſevere. and continue 
with utmoſt ſtrength, to ingage all a mans 
poſlibilicy in the worke. It notes inftanoy 
and importunitv; Ic is a phraſe borrowed 
from dogs, that when they are — 
will not ceaſe following the. game till 
they have got it: So a godly man will 
purſue God in duty, and. never leave till 
he finde the mercy he begs from him. 
Thus did holy Jacob Gen. 32. 26. God ſaid, 
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the ſoule, a ſtirring chem all | 
ap in prayer, whereby the ſoule is ſa car- | 
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ching thou deſireſt. And thus have dif- [wilt 
patcht the firſdching, I have aniwered the ¶ it is 


Al learn 
The ſecond particular is chis, What is be p 


I be 1: 
I anſwer in generall, The word in the | | mo! 
originall fignifies impudence,-or want of if 


ago 
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diſe {will not let thee goe unleſſe thou bleſſe me. So F 
the it is ſaid of Elia, James 5. 17. He prayed | James 5. . 
fl} carneftly. In the Greeke , it is in praying, | *7- | _- 
t i he prayed; to ſhew that a Chriſtian, when — 
be is pray ing ſhould yet pray, ſhould pray | TY - | 
the | | more eurneſtly, he ſhould be as it were in 
t of ff] agony in prayer; It was ſaid of Auſtin 
eg · in his preaching, that he never left preach- 
ate, ing, till he found he had done ſome good 
em 5pon the hearts of his hearers. So muſt | 
uin, you pray, 1 e 
de- not give over, till you finde ſome good 
the done upon your hearts, till you finde 
all {| fin- weakned, and graces ſtrengthned; 
ar- | This is the holy importunitic that is here 
ts, [If | poker! of. And ſo much for the ſecond 
u- particular. | 
ne. The third particular is this. hen doth | Queſt. 
ins |} | the Lord worke in the bearts of bis people this | When are 
ery} | boly importunity, what ſeaſons are they where- | Gods peo- 
er- in the people of God are moſt importunate ? ple moſt 
we | anſwer. 1. God workes this holy im- — 4 1 
ns portunity in the hearts of his people at Anjw. | 1 
09" cheir firſt converſton, then is the time 1 
ed when they are moſt earneſt after God in 
1 duties. Auſtin tells us it was ſo in his | Phrimi 
II ime. firſt, Converts were moſt fervent, | nvitate | 
and affeftionate' towards God in duty, verſions | - 
ily | when they were firſt brought from the — * | 
m. | {fate of nature into the tate of grace. At 
id, | | | the firſt taſte of the excellency of grace 
7] they are much raviſted with it, becauſe 
ri of 
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2: There is the molt holy importanity. 
in a man, when he lives under ——— 


| — tokens of Gods grace. in him, and 
22 this. made him impargunate, 
AChriſtian maybe compared to à Mari- 
gold, which while che Sun hies: upon 
it, opens it ſelfe, bur akcerwards ſhuts, 
Obriſtlans, when the Jun of Godsfarour 
ſhines upon chem , their ſoules are in- 
larged, their affeRions inflamed towards 
God ; but when God hides his face, « 
are troubled, their hearts are ſtraitne 
and they cannot pray as they uſed to doe. 
It is id of the Nightingale, that when 
_ {ſhe thinks any one is neere, the fings more 
ſweetly then when (he is alone in the 
wood. The ſoule, when ic ſees that God is 
neare it, and that his favour. is towards 
it, then it fings moſt ſweetly, then it prayes 
moſt fervently ; but when the love of God 
is clouded, and the ſoule leſt as it were 
alone; then the alſetions flag, andgrow 
remiſſe in prayer. 
3. Another time when the. people off 
God are importunate, is, when the time 
for the r of a promiſe 
; grow 5 


— 


* 
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grow es neer. This we find in Daniel, I hen Dan. 9. 
be underſtood by books the number of the years, | 7: 
whereof the word of the Lord came to Jeremiah 
| | the Prophet, that be would accompliſh ſeventy 
years in the deſolation 1 Then he 
ſet his face to ſeth ibe · Lord by e 
plication. Daniel prayed at other times, but 
then he was moſt importunate, when the 
promiſe was peer the accompliſhment, then 
he was mod} fervent. To the ſame purpaſe 
is that Jer,29. 13. r 
andy ſbll rl jor me and inde me, when 
ſhall ſearch for me with all your bearts. During 
the ſeventy years, the Jews did not exp 
any holy importunity towards Gad, 
which is the reaſon of that expreſſion you 
read, Dan. 9. 13. Though all this evil is come 
upon us; yet made we not our prayer before the 
| Lord our God, &c. But when the ſeventy 
years were come neerto an end, the Jews 
prayed more the laſt year, then they did, 
all the ſeventy years before. Therefore ſaid 
God, I know my thoughts that I bave towards 
you, thoughts of peace and not of evil, to give you 
an expeFed end. Then ſhall ye call upon me, and 
ſball go and pray unto me, and I will bar ken unto 
you. Therefore when vou ſee mercies for 
a Family, ora Nation wanting, if thine 
heart be indifferent, that thou doſt not care 
whether thou prayeft or not, then you 
II way conclude, that mercy will be long be- 
fore it comes. Put if you finde that God 
drawes 
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drawes out thine heart for mercy, if God 
ftirre up thy defires, and work this holy 
importunity in thine heart, it is an argu- 
ment that mercy is neer ; for when prayer 
is in'thine heart, mercy is at the door. 

4. Another time when the people of 
God are moft importunate in prayer, is, 
when they are moſt drawn off from the 
world, when they are moſt free from 
worldly diſtractions. The ſame word in 
the Hebrew, fignifics both meditation and 
prayer to ſhew, that when the heart harh 
been drawn off from the world by me- 
ditation, then it is in a fit poſture for 
prayer. | 

3. Another time, is when they walk 
moſt cloſely wich God. He that lives care- | 
lefly,will not pray importunately. There- 
fore Fob ſaith, If iniquity be in thine bandi put 
it away, ſo ſhalt thou lift up thine beart, &c. to 
note, that iniquity entertained and coun- | 
tenanced in the ſoul, Ts the great hinderer 
of the lifting up of the heart; the great 
cooler of importunity. * 

6. Another time is, in deep and bitter 


afflictions, then the people of God are moſt 


importunate in their prayers; Pſal. 130.1, 
2. Out of the deeps bave I cryed unto thee, Lord 
bear the voice of my ſupplication, So Plal. r 42. 
1, 2. I cryed unto the Lord with thy voice, —— 
I poured out my complaint before bim; I ſhewed 
before him my trouble, So it is faid of the 


Jews, 
* 


* 


The zealous Chriſtian: 

ews, Plal. 107. 6. They cryed unto the Lord 
in their trouble, And the ſame words are 
repeated, verſ. 13, 19,28. When trouble and 
great diftreſs was upon the Jews, by Sen- 
nacherib, it is ſaĩd, For this cauſe Hezekiab 
the King, and the Propbet 1ſaiah, the ſon of 
Amas, prayed, and cryed to beaven. So it is ſaid 
of Manaſſeb, When be was in affliftion, be be- 
ſought the Lord his God, and humbled bimſelf 
gedtly, and prayed unto bim, &. So laid 
that good woman, 1 Saw.1.15. 7am a wo- 
man of a ſorrowful ſpirit, and babe poured out 
my foul before the Lord. Thus it was with the 
whole Church, Iſai. 26.9. With my ſoul haue 
I defired thee in the night : yea, with my ſpirit 
witbin me will I ſeek thee early : for when thy 
judgements are abroad, the inhabitants of the 


world will learn righteouſneſſe. And that is 
the laſt ſeaſon, wherein the people of God 
uſe to be importunate with God in 
rayer. 


And ſo much for the third thing, 


2 Chron. 


32.20. 

2 Chron. 
33•12,13. 
I Sam. 1. 
IS, 


Iſgi-26. 9. 


The z.calous Cbriſſian 
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LuKE 11.8. 
Though he will not riſe and give 
bim, becauſe he is his friend: 
Sehon. Jet becanſe of bis importunity, 
he will, &c. 


Difference HE fourth particular is this; 
e N PA wherein lyes the difference be- 
roy ant | El wirt that holy importunity, 
Imporcu- | in the hearts -of Gods people, 
nicy, in 9. and the ſeeming importunity 
things. | which flowes from the gifcs of nature. 

Anſw, It Iyes in theſe ſeven things. 

1. An holy imporcunity, makes a man 
reſtleſſe till his prayers be heard, Plal. 143. 
6, 7- T ftretch forth mine bands nnto 
thee. My ſoul thirſteth after thee, as « thirſty 
land; bear me ſpeedily, my ſpirit failes 5 hide 
not thy face from me, leſt I be like them that go 
down into the pit. As a thirſty land, A 
chirſty land is never ſatisfied, till it get 
rain. So Pſal. 119. 20. My ſoul breaks for 
the longing it bath Plal. 42. 1. As the 
Hart panteth after the water brooks, ſo pantetb 
my ſoul aſter thee, O God. The Hart never 
eſts, never gives over running, till it come 

to 


I Wane — 


to the water. Such is che importunity of 
odly man, be is never quiet, never ſatis- 

5 till his —— be returned into bis 

boſom. But herwiſe wich an hypo · 
crite, he prayes 2 mercy, for of 
finne, but he can reſt contented, though 
God doth not hear him; be cin beg grace, 
3 8 hy fe * — 2 without 
the ſlupgark de. 


1 e oul of the diligent 


2 i holy laportunley ts known by 

88 —— 
tem mercies, 

hath been che cerhper Goto P Pa: 

jg e the 244 

any pood ; butt" t light o 

3 pon 1, — — 2 


detween Davids and wicked mens tempers 5 7 


Their great queſtion and defire was, Who 
would ſhew them any good, any temporal 
good; Who would give them the increaſe 
of corne and wine: But Dwih heart 
breathed aſter other thitige, atter Gods 
favour, and the light of his countenances 
So Pal. 143. 6,7, 8. Iſtreteb forth mine hands 
umto thee, my foul thirſteth dfter thee 
Plal. 63:1. O God, then art my God, early will 
I ſeek thee 3 my ſou thirſteth or thee, my fleſb 
lange tb for thee in a dry and thirſty land, where 
no water . David was ina wilderneſle, 
he wanted water: One would dave 
D 3 thought 


a man rem rae en | 


| 


Prov.) + 


2, 


Pfal. 4 s. 


Pſal. 143. 
6, 7,9. 


Pizl. 63.1; 


. 


— 


Hol. 7. Ie 


1 


AR. 8. 
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. U. con Bur now the heart of an hypoecrite, is mo 


| bowled, for what? Was it for grace and 


And further, when Peter put him upon the 


—_ 


Theinedlons Ohpiſtion, | 


| thought: he ſhould have ſought God for 
vater; But you ſee Davids deſires runne in 
another channel; he thirſted more for God 
| thenfor water;zhe more defired ſpiritual ad- 
vantages then temporal enjayments. Thit 
importunity, 425 — 2 man more to en- 
deavour againft fin then affliction; more to 
deſire ſaving grace;then common, merci, 


delirons. of temporal then ſpiricual mer 
cies, You read in Hoſea 7. 14. They baue n 
ered unto me-with their beart ben they bon 
pen their-beds : they aſſemble them ſelves 
enn und winey andtbey rebel againſt me. They 


ſpiritugl.- bleſſings ? No, it, was for corn, 
and wine and oyl; not for grace, not for 
acquaintance; with God. Another in- 
ſtance you have, Acts 8. Simon Magus offered 
money to purchaſe the Holy Ghoſt. What 


| was his end in defiring the Holy Ghoſt? 


Was it to obtain a ſpiritual mercy ? No, 
but it was that he might work miracles. 


begging of a ſpiritual mercy, verſ.22.— 
pray God, if perbaps the thoughts of thine bear 
may be forgiven thee, But Simon Magus fol- 
lowed not Peters rule, he had no great de- 


ſire of the pardon of fin, or any ſpiritnall 
merey; but he prayes, That none of tho 

things, which Peter had ſpoken might come 
upon him, verſ. 24. That is, that his mo- 


— 
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indeed pertormes duty, but his duties never 


ney might not periſh, nor he periſh wich it, 

that his gifts might not periſh ; this was 

his great requeſt and deſire. 
3. An holy importunity 


affections cf the heart, then in the outward: 
expreſſions of words, Pſal. 38. g. All my de- 
fre is before thee, and my groanings are not hid 
thee. Devidriheart panted and failed 
, verſ. 10. but not a word of cxpreſli- | 
ons, though his expreſſions were very good. 
Rom. 8. 26. The ſpirit belps. our infirmities, | 


IEG 
of Gods peo- | 
ple, is more in ſenſibleneſa of the inward | 


Rom. 8 


with ſighs and groan that cannot be uttered. It 26. 


is aid, Revel.$.3. The four and twenty Elders | 
bad golden vials full of odours, which are the 
prayers of the Saints, They are called o- 
dours for their ſweetneſſe, gqlden, for their 
excellency, and vials, which are veſſels of 
large extent in the belly, but narrow 
mouthed. The hearts of Gods people are 
like vials, many times, inlarged wichin, 
when they are ſtcaitned in their words and 
expreſſions. There are many times, moſt di- 
lated deſires in the hearts of the Saints, and 
yet they are ſo narrow mouthed, that they 
are not able to utter. But now it is other- 
wiſe with hypocrites, they have more in 
the expreſſion then in the action. It was 
Gods complaint againſt the Jews of old, 
They draw nigh to God with their lips, when 
their bearts were far from bim. An hypocrice 


reach 


D 3 


Rev. 5. 8. 


; Tſai.29.13, 


"The ubalou Chriſtians | 


reach to his heart: They are like a pory| 
that is hot at the top, but cold at the bots 


tom. 


before men in publ my 

inthe cliftzof the rockin the ſecret places of thy 
ſtairs ; let me ſee thy cout enunce, let me bear thy 
voice, for ſweet is thy voyee, and thy Countenance' 
| is comely, The voice of Chriſts Church is 
(weer,cven then when ſhe is in ſecret, when 
none but God beholds her, Cant. 8. 13. Thes. 
that dweleſ in the gardens, the comparivns 


now an hypocrice, doth never care to have 
any fecret communion with God; he 
cares not to pray alone; and if hee bee 
brought to that, hee takes no care of his 
heart, he curbs not his thoughts; all his 
care is in company, popular applauſe, and 
vain- glory, is as the wind to the fails of a 
Ship, that makes their affections move the 
faſter. * An hypocrite, in th regard, may 


ſweeteſt when arry man ſtands neer her. 8o 
carnal men, when others are wirneſſes of 
their actions, then they put forth theut- 
moſt of their ability. They are of Jahn 
temper, he was zralous onely upon that 
condition, that others would ſee it. 


5. This holy importunicy, makes 
godly man the 2 b 


* 


| 


harken to thy voice; cauſe me to bear it, But 


be reſembled co àa Nightingale, which fangs | © 


ble, che more en- 
Jarged) 
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* 
as the ſtrength of his natural 


-projer, 


| 


largedbeioto prayer : The reaſon is, be- 
enlargements, not 


parts or ies, but as the free-gift, and 
gracious ſation of Gods Spirit: and 
ſo he ſees he hath nothing whereof to 
boaſts and ſo it makes him low in his 
on eyes. You know a violet, that is one 
of the ſweeteſt flowers, grow es loweſt in the 
earth. The ſulleſt ears of corn, do moſt 
hang down: The fulleſt barrels, make the 
leaſt noiſe : So the moſt gracious heart, is 
the moſt low and vile in its own apprehen- 
ſiont, is the neareſt earth, but duſt and aſhes. 
The fuller be is of divine diſcoveries, or 
enlargement, the leſs boaſting doth he make 
in the world. A hip, the heavier ic is laden, 
the leſſe it is toſt with winds and waves; the 


wore empty it is, the more it is lifted up a- 


the water. ſo a man, the more empty, 
the more toſt too and fro with every wind 
of applauſe. Grace lis, as it were, the balaſt of 
the ſoul, to keep down a mans ſpirits, and 
make him hamble in the midſt of wit and 
parts. Be ye therefore ſober and watch unto 
Be ſober and not puffed up, do not 
boaſt of your enlargements. Though it is 
true, itdoth refer to another thing, yer 
Byfield refers it to prayer; and he faith, 
That man that prayes to God, with moſt 
enlargedneſſe of affections towards God, 
that man cannot but he muſt watch and be 


| 


Pet. 4.7. 


0 D 4 ſober. 


Mit. 15. 
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ſober.Sobtiety is oppoſed to pride, for a | 


man may be dumb with his own gifts and 
graces ; and watchfulneſſe is oppoſed to 
remiſneſſe,and deadneſſe, and careleſneſſe of 
ſpirit in the perſormance of duties. Thus 
it is with a fincere man, that hath this true 
importunity/in him. But now wicked men, 
if ever they have enlargements in duty, 
it puffs them up. It ĩs with them, as ic was 
with, VUzzieh2zChr.26. 16. When God had 
helped him marvellouſly, til he was ſtrong. 
Fut when be was ſtrong his heart was lifted up 
to bis deſtruction. Whan God helps the ſoul 
of ſuch a mas in duty, it makes him to lift 
up bim(ſelf-againf} God, and be puffed up 
abave his brethren. 

6. Ne that hath this holy importunity 
in him, his deſires are rather quĩckned, then 
abated by denials. You this in the 
woman of Canaan, Matt. 15. 22. She crved 
unto Chriſt, ſaying, Have mercy on me, O 


vouſly v ed with adivel: Jeſus Chriſt takes no 
notice of hers, He anſwered ber not a word, 
verſ. a3. There it one diſeduragement. One 
would have th ought ſhe would have deſiſt- 
ed;bur ſbe prayed again, and the Diſciple; be» 
ſought him to ſend ber away, verfo23.- There 
was another diſcouragement, which 
would hat knocked off the deſires aſ ma- 


ry ; but ſte continues bet requeſt | hill; | 


e ſus Chriſt himſelf anſwers her, Tam not 


ſent 


— 
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ſent,but to the loſt ſheep of the 'bouſe of Iſrael, 
verſ. 24. Thereis a third diſcour nt; 
and yet this doth not cool her adlone 
but ſhe comes afreſh upon Chriſt, ſhe came 
and worſhi ſaying, Lord, belp me, verſ. 
25. Vet ſhe found another repul ſe, and 
that worſe then any of the former; It i 
not meet to take the childrens bread, and giue it 
to doggs, verſ. 26. Chriſt. you ſee calls her a 
dogz and yet all this doth not caſther off, 
but ſhe takes encouragement, even from 
this diſcouraging anſwer : And ſhe ſaid, 
Truth Lord, yet the dogs eat of the crumbs which 
fall from their maſters table, ver ſ.27. She was 
reſolved ſhe would not give over, till ſhe 
got what ſhe came for, till Chyift had ſaid, 
O woman ęreat is thy — unto thee even 
& thou wilt, verſ. 28. Denials are to the 
Saints, as water to the Smiths- ſorge, when 
it is ſprinkled upon it, it is ſo far from 
cooling or quenching it, that ic makes it 
burn with the greater heat: So the denials, 
and diſcouragements Gods people meer 
with, they ſerve for bellowes, to blow up 
thoſe ſparks thatare in them into a flame, 
to make their defires ſtronger, their affecti- 
ons to burn the hotter. But now to an 
hypocrite,denials and diſconragements,do 
take off the wheels of bis affectiont, and 
make them to move ſlowly and heavily: 
Job 21. 15. What i the Almighty that we 


47 
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ſbould ſerve bim, and what profit ſhould we have 
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Gal. & 


Levit. . 
24. 


r King. 18. 
38. 


if we pray unto him We get no good by it, 
the  mercies we ask, are nt yet in our. 
handt. Now this argues a finful impati» 
ency,and a want of holy importunity. \} 

7. Holy importunity is kindled in the 
heart, by che motions and operations oi 
Gods bleſſed Spirit, Gal.4-6. Becauſe you are 
fans, God hath ſeut forth the Spirit of bis Sanne 
into your bearts, crying, Abba father. In the} 
time of the law, thoie ſacrifices chat were 
accepted were burnt wich fire from hea-| 


erang 
1 King. 18. 38. When Elijab had laid hi 
ſacrifice upon the altar of the Lord, The 
the fire of the Lord, fell and con [1uned the but 
ſacrifice and the wood So the Heathens 
veſtal · flames were kindled with ſun · beams. 
The true importnnity is from above, it is 
a fire kindled, by God himſelf, in the hearts 
of his people. But there is another im- 
portunity, that comes from natural prin- 
ciples, from natural abilities, a ſtrong 
memory, a profound judgement, a ready 
wit, a fluent tongue; and theſe are very ad. 
vantagiou to the duty. There is the gift 
of prayer, as well as the grace of prayer. 
Some are importunate in prayer, out of 
fleſhly reſpe&ts. Now this is but a counter- 
feit ĩmpurtunity. And thus much for the 
fourth particular, che difference between I 


holy and natural importunity, L IIK. 


I Chriſtian. 
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nente 164 


Luk T1. 8. | 
—Tho bh be will not riſe and 
give him, becauſe" he 'is his 


| Friend, yet becauſe of his im- 
 portunity be will riſe ſe and 


give — 
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Ms fifc particular is, this. 
IE What ere the te why Gods 
SF people muſt; labour for this | ' 
k: boly nig in | their pray- 
er 
lanſwer. 1. Becauſe God 
bath tied and promiſed re- 
| curnes, not to the perſons praying, but 
to che qualifications of heir prayers. 
And — ir — pture makes mention 
dy af this d Fe it doth alſo make 
f/mention 25 concomĩtants, that 
muſt goe along with it, to make it accep- 
table. To ce, there are diverſe cou- 
comitants which the ., Scripture holds 
dorch 0-be. neceflary, for the acceptance 
of oun prager. 
1. malt pray belcevingly, . 11. 


He 


4 \ 
anne 
the 
vere 
nea- 
be- 
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me 


— 


Mar. 11, 


Jam-1, 8. 


Pal. 57. 
1 7. 


6. He that cometh * muſt be lee ve. el 
11. 24. Therefore Iſay unto you ( {aith Chri 
what things — yee deſire, when * 
beleeve that yee receive them and yee ſball b 
them. He doth not ſay; pray how you 
will, you ſhall have them ; but pray in 
ſuch and ſuch manner, pray beltevingly, | 
and then you ſhall receive ; very much to 
this purpoſe is 1 James 5. If any man want | 
wiſdome, let bim ask it of — | 
Ver. 6. But let bim ask in faub, noibiug wa- 
vering, for be that wavereth is like a- wave of 
the ſea driven with the winde and toſſed. So 
that you ſee God lookes to the manner, as} 
well as to the matter of a performance. 
2. You muft pray regularly, accord- 
ing to the will of God. | 
3. Dependingly , reſting upon Chriſte 


| interceſſion. . 


4. Waitingly. © | | 
5. Preparedly ; but theſe I ſhall paſſe] 
by, becauſe they doe not ſo properly con- | 
cerne the Point in hand, 1 
6. We are commanded to pray earneft- 
ly, and fervently , and importunately; 
So David did, Pſal. 55. 17. I will pray an 
cry aloud, und be fhall beare my voyce. A full 


Rom. 15, 
30. 
Tur on; - 
Casal. 


| Mecum 
*cerMtale. 


pee ſtrive tog:ther. with me im your prayers to 


place to this Patpole is Rom. 15 550 Now 
I beſcecb you, bretbren', for the Lord Teſs 
Chrifts ſake; and for thelave of the Spirit, that| 


Ve- 
'y 


God for mee. The word in the Greek is 
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. 
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ry em haticall, it is the ſame word that 


is applyedeo Chriſt, when he was in an 
agony , when he ſweat drops of blood. 
He beſeecheth them to contend and ſtrive 
in their prayers; we are to be as it were in 
an agony, When we art in prayer. Prayer 
ia not a little booke labour, ic is not a 
lip labour onely, but it is a raiſing up and 
putting forth the heart and affections in 
the worke. So Rom. 12. 12. Bee continuing 
mou in prayer. It ĩs a metaphor taken from 

A dog of all creatures is the beit 
able to endure hunger, he will run from 
place to place, and never leave till he bath 
got his pre: ſo you are to hunger after 
God, and after mercy, and not to reſt ſa- 
tisfied, till God doth grant the mercy you 
ſtand in need of, pray, and pray, and 
pray againe ,'and fight till you overcome, 
pray till you get an anſwer. Anothes 
place is, Fam. 5. 16. The effeduall fervent 


| prazer of a righteous man availeth much. The 


word in the originall is fignificant. Some 
expound it a working prayer; It may be 
interpreted a prayer well wrought in the 
heart, and fo a prayer that comes from 
the heart, A prayer wrought in us by 
the Spirit, and carried on by faith. An- 
other place to the ſame purpoſe is, Ad. 
26. 7. Unto which premiſe our twelve Tribes 
inſtantly ſerving God The word isren- 
dercd by ſome, continually, daily , con- 


ſtantly, 


The e Chri- 45 | 
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James 5. 
16. 


nes: 
ip i- 
ru. 


Acts 26.7. 
is ixls- 
rug 
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Reaſ. 2. | 


i 


| — goeſt 


erbs“öf-darkneſſe tft ſtand againſt you; 


with God. 


lantly, dut it lignifies m ly x" 
ſerving ot ITS EAST 

h; to be as a man upOn a rack, to 
aſe t every all of their power ; or it 
be it is borrowed) from one chat rutis 
face, wherein men ftrecch out their limb 
co the utmoſt. The word is the fame k 
chat is uſed As 12. 5. Prayer wa 
without e or (as it is in the 


of your * and more agreeably td 
che Originall) inftant aw rh whos 
male for Peter. The prayers of —— 
ple were ſo earneſt, that they 
priſon doores for him. So Coloſe ro 14] 
& , "who & one of you, 4 ſervant « 
rift, ſaluteth you, alwayes labouring ferventl 
for you in prayers. —>——— 0 that you 
ſee it ts not every prayer that God is ſatis · 
hed with, no nor Gods people neither, 
is not Al that ſhall prera ile 
maſt be importunity in it. 
So much for the firſt reaſon. 

. Wemüſt Nave this holy importunit ie 
in prayer, bet ue there is much ſtrength 
and impoctunt Agamſt thee, when ever 
50 hy Ny Ertees. There n 
e you bottyfrom without, | 
— Nin? | 
1. From wirhout; There are the pow: 


ind reſiſt you. As it was with A5rabamw; 
Gen, 15 11. When Abraham was faccifeing, 


fowles 


— — 


{| fowles came downe upon the ſacrifice, 


Ide nealows Chriftian. | 


but Abrabaw drove thew away. Deodate 
faith, this is a figne that the Devills, thoſe 
infernall ſpicics labour to diſturbe us in 
holy duties; as the good Angels behold 
us in our aſſemblies, and rejoyce to ſee 
our order, ſo the wicked Angells labour 
todifturbe us and moleſt us. * 

2. There is ſtrength againſt us from 
within. There is that — er chat 
will carry thee more violently from God, 
then the good morions in thee can bring 
thee ro God, there is a forcible with- 
drawing of the heart from God. Jamey 1. 
14. Every man is tempted when be is drawn 


have no will co doe good, even then you 


away of bis own luſt and enticed. When you | 


have a will to doe evill; nay there are 
wills of the fleſh, and luſts of the fleſb, ſhall 
we not have halfe a will for God, when 
we have many wills for fin ? You ſee there- 
fore it is not without good reaſon that we 
ſhould be thus importunate in prayer. 
And ſo much for the fifth particular. 

The fixc particular is this. Vbat are the 
reaſons why ſo many people doe want this boly 
importunity, that ſo many pray, and ſo 
pray with that earneſtneſſe and eagerneſſe of 
heart, and affe tion that is required? 

I anſwer, that comes to palic for many 
reaſons. 

1. This comes to paſſe from the inje- 

Qions, 


Acer 


portunate 
in prayer ? 


Reaſ. 1. 


[ 


Devill acts not onely powerfully, but al- f 
ſo ſubtilly and craftily , he will endea - Hf 
your to divert you from the performance ge 
of duty, he will perſwade you to neglec I 
it if he can; But ic may be thou wilt ſay; ia 
thou wilt direct thy prayer unto God, [anc 
and thou wilt have thine eye fixed upon 
God. Why now Sathan will fall in with 801 
you, he will jogge your arme, be will e 
take off your eye from the marke, that gel 
you ſhall not be able to hit ic. Thus he dealt 
with Abrabem, as you heard before. Thus 
he dealt, Fob 1. 6. Now there was a day when even 
the ſons of God cume to preſent ＋ be- 
fore the Lord, and Satban came alſo among 
them. I am not ignorant that many In- 
terpreters, by the ſons of God, doe under- WA 
ſtand the Angells, becauſe the Angells are % 
called che ſons of God, Job 38. / but reaſ 
it cannot be ſo taken here} I will give but . 
one reaſon to prove it; becauſe the place 
where the Angells are, is in heaven, 
and if fo , then the Devill muſt be in 
heaven, which is by all deny ed zhe never 
was in heaven, fince he was caſt out of it. 
And therefore Bolducis faith , that this 
day was the Lords day, and by the Sons 
of God are meant, the godly men, that 
lived in the time, and place where Fob ſt 
ved, the poſterity of Seth. And you Wife 
hall finde in Scriprure this very appella uri 
tlon 


— — 


TT 
— 


The dic — — 2. The ſons 


tal. MfG Aughbters of men. Theſe ſons 
dea- Höf — men, and not An- 


. 
ance gelle g And-ſo are to be underſtood}, 
zled (li 2 l prople of God| 
ſay; came before the Lord, 
Jod, = — came alſo among them , he 
pon lem to binder them and: diffurbe them. 


«7 1 [Ic 1 Zach. 3. 7 2. Aud be ſbewed me 
| 1 anding before the An- 
and —— fanding at bis 
| — refit bim ; Hud the Lard 
— b Saban, The Lord rebuke thee, O & 
even the Lord that bath choſen Jeruſalem. re» 
duke thee : is not this 4 fixghrand pluc kd out 
of the fire? Lou ſee hw $athan laboured 
to divert the thoughts, and diftra@ the 
heart of the high Priel in the performance 
ot religious duties. That is, <he fir ſt 
reaſon. 
| -2. This importunity ig wanting in our 
[prayers , when we know and allow. our 
| {elves in any one ſin, and, let it Jie upon 
our hearts unrepented of.. Hilderſbam 9 
thers from the 54. P ſame , chat all the 
[while that Band did lie in that lin of adul- 
terie „ all the time that fin was unte- 
pented of, the heart gf e up 
chat he could nas pray , as. 
o doe befare ; and as he di r — had 
I epented. of that fin ; at wh time he 
* that A Pfalme;. You hag 
| Nee 


* — 


R. 
16 
3 


- 


| 
| 


| x. 


Cant. 3.1, 
* 
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need looke to — gore — Sos doe 
not lie there any ſin i un». 
repented of; ſor be ſure of this , if why | 
prayer doe not make thee leave finning, | 
thy ſin will make thee :Jeave praying, | 
Thar. is the ſecond reaſonof the want of 
importunity. 1 
3. Another reaſon is this, becauſe ma- 


ny take unfit ſeuſons for the pt 


at of 


rmance of prayer, doth in 
obſtruct, and hinder this holy i | 
ty in prayer, then all che ſuggeſtions and 
inftigations of Sathan. 4 

Now there ate three unfit ſcaſons for the 
performance of this duty. 

1. When the body is ſleepy , and fit for 
nothing but to take its reſt, A ſleepy 
ſſuꝑgiſh remper,is a canker to eat out many 
ſweet affectiom, Cant. 3. 1. By night p 
my bed I ſought bim, but I found bim not. So 
Inter preters take occalion hence, ro i 
againſt late prayers, 

2. Another unfit ſeaſon is, when the 
heart is filled with worldly care and 
ſtractions, and the incumbrances of this 
preſent life; many men arzguilty of this, 
they will ſo clog themſelves with the cares 
of this life, that chey cannot havea pray® 


ing time free from chem, Some men will} 
be! 


. 
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The' dale Chriſtian. 
be down upon cheir knees, before the | 
things of this world are out of their 
minds ; and ſo they have no time to conſi- 
der, or meditate, or to put the heart into a 
fi frame for that work. You know we are 
fo attend upon the Lord without diſtrattion, 
1Cor.7.35- It was the fault of thoſe Jews 
In hearing, that when they came co hear 
the word et bearts did go ont after their 
82 * That is another 


3. Another ſeaſon is, when we are un- 
der paſſionate diflempers. When tumultu- 
ous paſſions are up, holy affections are 
down, 1 Tim. 3. 8. I wil that men pray every | 
where, liſting up boly bands, without wrath and 8. 
tnbting; co ſhew, that where there is 
wrath, the duty of prayer cannot be per- 
formed in an acceptable manner. And of 
the ſame mind was the Apoſtle Peter; who 
therefore gives this counſel, 1 Per. 3. 7. 
Likewiſe,ye busband:,dwel with them according 
to hnowledg, giving bonour unto the wi fe, as unto 
the weaker veſſel, and as being beirs togetber of 
the grace of life, that your prayers be not binder- 
ed. The Apottle wiſely fore-ſaw,that if man 
and wife lived in diſcontent and trouble, 
then their prayers would be hindred ; 
and therefore he adviſeth them, to prevent 
the hinderance of their prayers, by avoid- 
occafrons of diſcontent. And that is the 
4jthird ſeaſon, wherein people are are unſit | 
E 2 J 


n 


\ 


The zealous Chriſtian. | 
for prayer 2 they are A that 
ervency, im ity might 
have in their 2 ſhould there- 
fore chuſe the fitteſt ſeaſons for prayer. It 
is ſaid of Luther, by Vitus Theodor, who 
was preſent with him at Coburge, and many 
times heard him at his - > in 
a letter of his to Melanchtbon, he 
was no day pafſed over his head, wherein 
Luther did not ſpend three "hours, at the 
leaſt, in prayers; .aad thoſe (not hou 
that he could beſt ſpare, unſeafonat 
hours, but) ſuck. hours as were the fitteſ 
for his ſtudy. And that was a reaſon, that 
Luther was very importunate in his pray. 
ert, as the ſame Author informs us; Good 
God, with how much revercnce did I hear 
tim pray / Wich how much boldneſſe and 
confidence, c. And on the contrary, om 
reaſon why men have ſo little of this hoh 
importunity, is for want of taking ft 
ſeaſons for the work. | 
4. Another reaſon of the want of this 
holy importunity is, the diſuſe and neglet 
of prayer in your Chriſtian courſe. way: 
there are, that pray ſometimes, and leave 
praying again; now this doth very much 
dull mens affections in prayer. There isa 
Proverb, Uſe makes perfedtneſt; 1 am ſure it 
is ſo in the duty of prayer; let a Chriſtian 
pray often, and he will come to pray well, 


and to pray with much — 
hea 


— 


_ 
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heart ; and let him leave off prayer, and he 
will finde his heart exceedingly ſtreight- 
ned. Take à Key, if you uſe it frequently, 
it will be bright, but if you lay it aſide, it 
will ſoon grow ruſty; thus will ic be with 
a mans heart, uſe prayer much, keep it cloſe 
to the performance of duty, it is the way 
to have thy heart bright. Let this Key of 
rayer, which doth open heaven, be uſed, 
t will be kept bright, and thy prayer will 
enter into heaven; but let this Key of 
prayer be laid afide, and do not thou often 
uſe it, and it will quickly grow ruſty a- 
gain; thy prayers and performances, will | 
not be able to enter heaven, and thou wilt 
not be able to perform duty in that man- 
ner that God expe&eth, If thou doſt not 
watch unto prayer, with all carefulneſſe, 
thou wilt looſe thy zeal and fervent affecti- 
on,and thy holy defires after God in duty. 
As itis with a Pump, uſe it every day, and 
water will come, bur if you forbear the uſe 
of it two or three dayes, water will nei- 
ther come ſo eaſily, nor ſoplentifully, If 
you do not pump out your holy deſires 
every day,they will quickly flag and grow 
remiſſe. Phyfitians obſerve, concerning 
the teeth, that that fide of the teeth that is 
notuſed,is moſt ſubje& to rheumes and di- 


- - | illations. That heart that is not inured 


to prayer and holy duties, is moſt ſubject to 
| 221 inſtillations and ſuggeſtions. This 
E 3 is 
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The wanne Chriſtian. © | 
is the fourth reaſon, „% 11688 
The fifth reaſon why this importunity 
is wanting, is this, becauſe mentye them - 
ſelves to preſcript forms of prayer. I do 
not ſay, that it is unlawful co uſe ſer forins'i 
of prayer; we 6nde that ſeſus Chrift him 
ſelt uſed a form, Matt. 26. 39. Chriſt went 
and ſaid, Father if it be poſſible, let this cup paſs 
from me. Verl. 42. He went again the ; | 
time, and prayed, ſaying, O my Faber, if this cup 
; | may not paſſe from me, thy will be ne. Veri. 
44+. He went away again, and prayed, ſaying | 
the ſame words, To ſhew, that ĩt is lawful. 
to uſe tet forms of prayer, but not al wales. 
You are to {trive for the ſpirit of prayer. 
a man that ulll uſe his crurches conſtant | 
ly, ſhall go lame all the dayes of his life. 
lou live in an age, wherein Religion is 
much profeſſed. and the Goſpel is fully 
nade known, Do not content your ſelves 
vi;h forms; labour for the ſpirit of prayer, 
hereby you may go to God, and ſpread 
>:/ore him your wants and neceſſities, and 
oog thoſe mercies, chat are moit ſutable to; 
your wants and <xigencee. Forms in- 
deed will teach you to beg pardon for ſin, 
in general; but you muſt. beg pardon for 
particular fins, You muſt not onely beg 
mercy in peneral, but yoa muſt allo beg 
thoſe particular mercies, that are moſt ſu- 
table to you. And this, ſer forms are de- 
te ct ve in, which yctis the main work in 
| __prayer.) 
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The ealous Chriftian. 


prayer. He that tyes himſelf alwaies to 
another maps form, will not be able to 

y alone, but weakly, and coldly, and 
— This js the fifth reaſon. 

6. Another ground of this importunity, 
is a giving way to en accuſiomed continy- 
ance io jg and careleſſe performance 
of duties; this enervates the affections, 
ehd+maſculates the ſpirits 3 whac men are 
med to, that they get an habit of, ſo 
chat they cannot do the contrary. As a Car- 
riers horſe, that is uſed to a dull and flow 
pace, cannot go out of it · The leſſening of 
Ads, makes Habits more remifſe. That is 
the laft reaſon. And ſo much ſhall ſuffice 
for anſwer to the ſixth Queſtion, 
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Luk E 11. 8. 


Though he will not riſe eand give| J 
him, becauſe he is bis friend, i 


bran | -- P6f becauſ e of his importunity, 
be will give unto him, & 


this; By wat helps may 4 
man attain to this holy 
47 importunity in prayer. 
Por anſwer, 1 ſhall lay 
3] down fix or {even Theolo- 
gical helps, by which a 
man may come to attain this holy impor- 
tunity. 

1. Poſſeſſe thine heart with an awful 
fear bf the Almighty God. This was the 
ground of Davids importunity, as you may 

{ce, Plal. 5. verſ. 3, he faith, My voice ſbalt 
] thou bear in the morning And in the 
| verſe, you will finde this holy fear did lye 
at the bottom; Eut as for me, I will come in- 
o thine houſe, in the mullitide of thy mercy; and 
in thy ſear, will J worſhip towards thine boly | 
t mple. Di vid came to duty, with a ſtron 

oy ic{ſ;cn of Gods greatneſs and dreadful- 
; = neſ?, 


| 
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The alen Chriftion, | 


if wewould ferve God acceptably, we muſt 
do it with reverence and godly. fear, Heb. 12. 
28. That fote- cited Author, Vitus Tbeado- 
rw writes, concerning Lutber, That he 
—— with fo much confidence, as if he 
had been ſpeaking with his friend and fa - 
miliar ; and yet with ſo much reverence, 
as one that conſidered the great diſtance 
between God and him. I may allude to 
that place, Iſai.60. 5. though the words are 
ſpoken to another purpoſe z Thy heart ſball 
fear, and be enlarged. An holy fear, breeds an 
holy care. If a man once comes to this, 
that he is fearlefſe of God, he will quickly 
be careleſſe in prayer; Job 15. 4. Tea, thou 
caſteſt off fear, and reſtraineſt prayer before God. 
A man that doth caſt off the fear of God, 
doth ſoon ceaſe to pray unto God: He 
that fears God moſt, that man will cer- 
tainly pray to God beſt. That is the firſt 
help. 

2. Another help or meanes to get this 
holy importunity is this. To recolle& 
thy thoughts by holy medication, before 
thou- comeſt to this ,weighty duty of 
prayer to Gcd; And upon chis ground 
we ſinde meditation and prayer to be put 
together. Pſal. 5. 1, 2. Give eare to my 
wordt O Lord, and conſider my meditation, 
give eure unto my prayer ob God and my King; 


Ile So it is the advice of the Apollle Tha 


7 


—— — 
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nm . 


cia ut cum 
amico, tanta 
yeverent id 

ut cum Deo. 


Job. 15.4 


2. Help. 


Pſal. 5. 1, 2. 


for unto thee. will I pray. Davids pray er 
you 


— — 
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| The neadlons Chriſtiun. 
you (ce is uſherd in with meditation. The | | bi 
ſame word in the Hebrew ſigniſies both] 
to meditate, and to pray. You finde 
concerniag Iſaae, Gen. 24. 26. Iſaae went 
out into the fields to meditate, ſome read inz] 
to pray, others tranſlate Ic is likely he did 
both firſt medicare „ and then „ e 
much imployed in the worke of medita- 
tion, if you would have your hearts 
much enlarged in- prayer. Meditate in to 
whoſe preſence you come, what a glori- 
ous God he is, before whom you are to 
appeare. 

2. Meditate in whoſe name you are to 


come, and to pray, by whom you muſt 
have acceſſe to the throne of grace. 


3. Meditate what chiefe mercies you 
want, and are to beg, what grace you 
would * , what luſts you 


would have quelled, what doubts you 
would have ſatisſied, what fins you 
would have pardoned, in a word, what 
bleſſings you would have God to beſtow 
upon you. The medication of theſe 
things muſt needs give a man more ſcope, | 
and ſlirre up a mans affections in prayer. | 
3. If you would get this holy importu+ 
nity, you muſt recall your thoughts from 
worldly and diftraQing cares, when you | 
come to prayer. The Apoſtle: therefore 
doth exhort the Corinthians, 1 Cor. 


to free themſelves from, and 1 
A! : 
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I be zealons.Chriftiant 
hands of the cares of the world, d be 


and he 
gives this as a reaſon , that they may a 


tend upon the Lord without diſtraction. 


The cares of the world will eat out that 
good that is in the hearts of men, will rob 
a man of that freedome and enlargement, 
that otherwiſe he might have in prayer. 
An ſelme, az he was walking in the fields, 
law a boy tie a Rone co a 


birds legg,/ and as the bird ſought to flie 


up, ever and anon, the ſtone pulled it 
down again. The ſpirituall interpreta» 
tion that he partly made, and that we 
may make, is this ; when the ſoule would 


ſand coole it. 


mount aloft in prayer, and grow fervent, 
the cares of the world pluck it down, 
And therefore you muft 
labour to. free your ſelves from theſe in- 
combrances, You mnſt doe as Abraham 
did, when he went to ſacrifice, he leſt his 
ſervants and cattell at the bottome of the 
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hill: So when you goe to offer to God 
the faccifices of prayer; you {muſt 

above the impediments and diſtractions 
of this preſent life. That is the third 


help. 


Another way to get this holy importu- 
nĩtie, is to watch the heart in prayer. Co- 


I. 4. 2. Continue in prayer, and watch in the 


ſame with thanksgiving, There is a watch- 
ing to prayer, and a watching in pray- 
ing, A watching co prayer is, when a 

man 


| 


| 


| 59> | 


4. Help. 
Coloſ. 4.2. 
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5. Help. 


Pla.103.7. 
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be us Chriftian. | 


nan witcheth his thearr, and ede chat he | 


doth not omit" duties, and there is a 
watching in prayer; of which lam now 
peak 


a man muſt watch againſt in prayer. 
. Watch againſt-drowfineſſe of body. 
This is agreat impediment of prayer, and 
we have great need to watch againſt it. 

2. Watch againſt a deadneſſe and dul- 
neſſe of ſpirit, againſt a flat andlow tem- 
per, that is a great hinderance of impor- 
tunitie. | 


ons ; Satan is alwayes ready to affault 
thee, he watcheth to difturbe and moleft 
you in your prayers, you had need watch 
to- counterworke him. 
4- You muſt watch from ſecular di- 
ſtractions. All theſe adverſaries you muſt 
watch againſt, and that is the way to get 
this holy importunitie into your hearts. 
5. If you would get this holy impor- 
tunity, you muſt labour to flirre' up all 
your affections, when you come to pray. 
This you finde was the practiſe of holy 
David, Pſal. 103. 1. Bleſſe the Lord O my 


| ſoute, and all that is wilbin mee praiſe bis hol) 


name. See how this good man doth mu- 
ſter together all the faculties of his ſoule, 
| how he calls up all bis ſtrength, all that 


he is or can doc to ſet forth the name of | 


No there are foure enemies, 


3. Watch againſt Satanical ſuggeſti- 


oo my o& my oa, 


Cod. fo the Apoſtle Peter in bis firſt ef iſtle 


chap. 1. 
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cauſeth deadneſſe of heart. 


Aero 


chap. 1. ver. 13. exborts thoſe to whom he 
writes, to gird up the loynes of their mindes, 
A Chriftian going towards heaven , is 
compared to .a man that is going a jour- 
ney ; now a man that is going a journey, 
he girts up his cloathes together about 
his Ioynes, that nothing may hinder him 
in his journie. To this the Apoſlle al- 
ludes, when he bids them gird up their 
loines. Sothe like you have Luke 17.8. 


1 a maſter to his ſervant. God 
our maſter, we are his ſervants, we are 
to doe his worke while we. be in the 
world. To that end let us gird up our 
loines, let us gather our affections toge- 
ther, that we may be the more fit for, and 
the more vigorous in the worke. A dif 
cint and ungirt minde is not ſit for 
prayer; in ancient times at the firſt aſ- 
ſemblings, and Church- meetings, the Dea. 
cons cryed , Let us pray, let us attend. 


| There are many that pray, and doe not 


attend to prayer, many pray , as if they 
prayed not; if therefore we would pray, 
indeeed, we muſt attend to it, we muſt 
ſtirre up all that is within us, to call upon 
the name of the Lord. 

6. If you would get this holy impor- 


| tunitle, then you muſt ftore your hearts 
wich fulnefſe of matter, when thou goeſt 


to prayer; It is emptineſſe of Spirit that 
7. It 


The abe Chriftian. | 


| Gird up thy ſelſe, and ſerve me. It is an ex- 


— 


Luke 17. 
8. 


The zealow Chriftian. 
7. If you would get this-hoty impor-. 
tunirie , bemoane the deadnefſe and dul- 
neſſe of thy heart. This was the courſe 
chat holy —— Pſal. 38. 9. My de- 
fires ab Lord are before thee, and my gr | 
is not -bid from thee, So it was erate 
of the Church, Ia. 63. 17. O Lord why| 
baſt thou made as to erre from thy wayes, and 
bardened our bearts from tby feare. So it was | 


the way that Epbraim went in, — 31. 
18, Ibate beard Ephraim i elf. 
Mon baſt chaftiſed mee and I was chaſtiſed , as 


a bullock wnaccuftomed to the yoke. =———— 
Ver. 19. Surely after that I was turned, I 
repented, and after that I was inſtrufted, I 
ſmote upon my thigh : I'was aſhamed, yea even | 
confounded , becauſe 1 did beare the reproach | 
of my youth, God doth love to heare his 
people mourning over, and bewailing | 
their wants and weaknefſes , and that is 
one nereffary requifite in an accepta- 
ble prayer. Bewaile therefore thy dul | 
neſſe, confider that prayer without this 
holy importunity, is like a meſſenger 
wichout legs, as an arrow without fea- | 
thers , an advocate without ' a tongue. 
Se Jerome complained very much of his | 
diſtraftions and dulneſſe in prayer, and 
chid himſelfe thus : What doeſt chou 
thinke that Jonah prayed thus when he 
wat in che whales belly, or Daniel when 
he was among the Lions, or the thieke, 
- when | 
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The zealous Chriſtian. 
| when be was upon the crofſe ? Bemoane 


this importunitie. And ſo much ſhall 
for the helps or meanes to get im- 
|portunirie, And ſo 1 have diſpatch all 
thoſe particulars propounded in the be- 
ginning , I now come to the application 
of the point. | 

I ſhall apply it by way of Caution, to pre- 


| veat ſeveral] miſtakes in the world about 


this Importunity. And there are 
two Got miſtakes. There are ſome that 
thinke they have this importunitie when 
they have it not. And there are others that 
thinke they have not this importunitie, 
when indeed they have it. Both theſe mĩſ- 
cakes I muſt labour to rectiſie. 

1. There are ſome that thinke they have 
this importunitie, when they have ic not. 
Every man by nature is proud of his own 
parts and abilities, and apt to thinke 
that he hath more grace then indeed 
hath. And here there ate foure miſtakes, 
"or if you will, foure grounds of this 
great miſtake. Many conceit they have 
importunitie, when indeed they have it 
not. 

1. Becauſe they are fluent in their ex 


preſſions in prayer. 


the affections in prayer. 
3. Becauſe God gives them the mercy 
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they aske. 


your want of importunity, if you would| 


2. Becauſe they have ſome ſtirring of 


To thoſe 
that think 
they have 
importu- 
nity upon 
falſe 
grounds. 


4. Becauſel 
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Firſt ſalſe 
ground 
conſuted., 
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540 Becauſe chey pray by heart and n 


them in order. b 


this importanitic; becauſe they have mul- 
titude of words, and varicty of expreſſi- 


he firſt ground of this deceit is this, | 
There are ſome that conceive they have 


ons in prayer. 8 
No this is no juſt ground for a man 
to'conclude, that he hath this holy im- 
portunitie, in foure caſes. 5 
1. In caſe expreſſions come from the 


not from ſaving grace. A man may havea | 
ſtrong memory, and volubilitie of tongue, 
and good naturall abilities, and yet all | 
this while fall far ſhort of this gracious 
importunitie. | 
2. In caſe thou art full in expreſſion, | 
but empricin affection. There are many 
men whoſe words doe outſlip cheir hearts, 
and their expreſſions exceed their affecti- 
ons. So did they, Iſa. 29. 13. Foroſmuch athir 
draw neare mee with their mouth , and 

with their lips doe horour me; hut have re- 
moved their beart far from mee. Some men 
are like boyling water, when it boiles 
faſteſt, and boiles out of the top, then 
there is nothing at the bottome ;; All their 
prayers are at the. top, in their mouth, 
and not in aheir heart and, affections. 


| n 


firength of naturall gifts; and parts, and 


— 


, | 
4 
by book. No all theſe are falſe grounds, 
and therefore I ſhall endeavour to diſprove 


Th 


wit 


in ſe 


| doe 1 
| of th 
othei 
not 

make 
own 
other 
breth 
come 


fol h 

upon 

impo! 
25 
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Their affeckions doe not carrie equipage 
41] with their words. 

rel! 3. In caſe thy importunate expreſſions 3. 
Ide more uſed in company, then in ſecret, 
1. it is a figne thou haſt not this holy im- 
ve portunitie, but it comes from popular ap- 
1-14 Iplauſe. It is not ſo with the people of 
God. Chriſt ſpeaks to his people, Cant. 8. 
13. Thou ———— the gardens , the 
Companions ken to thy voice, canſe mee 
twheareitz to ſhew,- that they ſhould not 
anely pray, and be importunate when the 
companions hearken co their voice, when 
they are incompany, but even then when 
no eye ſees them, when no eare heares 
chem, when none is preſent, but God 


zus in ſecret, as well as in company. 
fl 4. In caſe thy fluencie of expreſſions 4. 
on, ¶ doe make thee conceited of thy ſelfe, and 
my of thy gifts, and to ſleight the gifts of 
ts, | other men, this is an argument thou halts 
Ri- not this holy importunitie ; for that 
bir makes a' man humble, and low in his | 
and | own cyes.. When a man comes to deſpiſe 
re- other men, and exalt himſelfe above his 
nen brethren, this is a token thy importunitie 
Hes comes not from 4 right principle. And 
hen ſo 1 have diſproved che firſt falſe ground, 
xeir {upon which many conceit they have this , fcond 
h, importunicy. '_ .. in le 
ns. 2. Anecher fal ſe ground upon which ground | 
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men conceive they have this importunitie, 
when they haye not, is this 3 Becauſe N 
finde in themſelvęs fomeſtirrings in ' 
affections in prayer tq God. But this is 
no juſt ground for chat opinion in theſe} 
caſer. | 
1. In caſe thine affections are more ſtir . 
red up, for the removall of affliction 
upon thee, then cortuprion' within ther. 
As it was with the Mariners in | 
they ctied mightily unto God, but whas 
was it for? not that they might be del 
vered from their fins and corruptions, but 
that God would bring them fafe out of 
that tempeſt wherein they were. | 
2. In caſe thine affections be Lindlec 
by a falſe Principle, as by popular aps 
plauſe, or vyaine glory, and not by the Spi- 
rit of God. FED 
3. In caſe thy affeftions are mort 
drawn out after pardoning mercy , then 
ſubduing grace. A man whoſe conſcienct 
is awakened , may be fo far rouzed with} 
che feare of hel}, that he may be very ears| 
neſt to have fin pardoned, out of a meer 
principle of Telfc-love. 1 
4. If theſe ftirrings be ſading; Ther 
are many that have a fluſhing in their af 
fections, that have no ſtanding affeRions| 
in their hearts. They are like a man in| 
a fever; that when the diſtemper is 00 
him, he may be ſlronger by farre, then he volce 
is 
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Ii in his ordinary courſe; now this is not 
the naturall firength of the man , but 
| =p ban violence of his diftemper , and 
Iſche decay of nature. Juft ſo the violence 
eat fome men have, doth not argue a 
firength of „ but a decreaſe of grace 
rather. And fo much for the ſecond ground 
| of x ory a bick m 
18 n w many 
ela hl, Becauſe God gives hem 
mercy they aske: Now thinke 
would not give them what they ask, 
oo = _ our and wp goth pray- 
: But neither is this a ground, 
and that for theſe reaſons. 


0 1, God may give you mercy , not as 
api} returne of prayer, but as a fruit of his 
pi generall providence ; whereby he doth 
take care for all his creatures; God givch 
0 weit even to tt Ravens that crie unto 
den him. The Lord gives to every thing their 
aces! meat in due ſeaſon. God heares the cries 
ich of the meaneſt of all his creatures in the 
{| tirtic of need. 
ere}. 2- God may hear thee, and grant thy 
181 requeſt in wrath, and not in mercy ; So 
ert it was with the Iſraelites; they were wea- 
al | ty of that government that God had ſer 
ond! | over them, and they were very importunate 
into have a King; Nothing would ſatisfie 
on chem but a King. They refuftd to heare the 
be ele of Sammel, * faid ; nay, bur we 
[|| L_ 2 


255. 


will | 


v ” 


-- 


will have a King, Well, God heares their | 


King. Might they thence conclude, ſurely 
their prayers, were accepted of God, bes 
cauſe God did give them what they defired} 
No, God tells us the quite, contrary, 
Hoſea 13. 11. I gave thee 4 King in mi 

anger. So in the 78. Pſal. The Iſraelites were 
very deſirous of meat. God heard them 
Verſe 29. 30, 31. So they di eat and per 
filled, for be gave them their own defire.. ey 
were not eftranged from their luſt 3, but. while 
the meat was in their moutbes,, the wrath- of 
God came upon them, and ſlew the fatieſt o 
them, and [mote down the choſen men of Ijrael; 
So that Gods giving of a man the mercie 
he wants, is no argument to a man, to 
conclude that God accepts his prayers. 

3. If God hath heard: thee , it may be 
it is in temporall favours, but not in 
ſpirituall mercies. God gives thee a tem- 
porall mercie , but he denies thee ſpiri- 
tualLmerCies, It may be thou haſt begged 
riches, and God hath granted thee this 
requeſt , to make thee rich in the world; 
It may be thou haft deſired honour, and 
thou art raiſed, to places of honour; Bu 
remember thou doeſt beg Chriſt, thou doſſ 
beg grace and glory; if God doth not 
give thee theſe, thap ſhalt never ſee the face 
of God; and confider, what will all theſe 
doe thee good? They will but feed 15 

at 
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requeſt, and grants it, and gives them 3 
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6 | 


| fe for” che day of flaughter, and make 


thee a ſweet morſell for wormes and De- 
vills. Now conſider, what benefit this 
will be to thee, to have riches, pleaſures, 
and worldly contentments, and they 
prove a ſnare to thee. So then it is no 
ground for a man to conclude, that 
he hath prayed aright, becauſe God hath 
anſwered him. That is the third ground. 
A fourth ground of mens preſumption, 


ſof the goodneffe and acceptableneſſe of 


their prayers is this; they pray by heart, 
and not by booke, they uſe not ſec formes, 
they pray ex tempore. But this alſo is but 
a falſe ground, as appeares by theſe con- 
fiderations. 

1. It is poſſible, and uſuall too for men 
to pray without booke, and yet without 
heart too. A man may pray a third way, 
he may pray, and yet neither pray with 
books, nor wich heart, he may pray by 
the ſtrength of naturall parts, as | told 
you even now. 

2. Aman may pray without a forme, 
and yet make but a formall prayer. A 
formall prayer is not to uſe a forme of 
words; for that Jeſus Chriſtdid; he prayed 
three times, ſaying the ſame words. A man 
may poſſibly uſe a forme of words, and 
yet not be formall. And on the other, a 
man may be formall, and yet not uſe a 


forme of words; that is, he may pray, 
F and 
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A fourth 


ground 
' confured. 
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| | wrought upon in that prayer. . 


The. wealons Chriſtian. | 
and yet not have his heart and affectiom 


— 


3. Prayer is not a worke of the memo · 
ry, invention or expreſſion, but a worke 
of the heart. Prayer doth not conſiſt in | 
varictie of phraſes, or change of the me- 
thod, and expreſhon uſed in prayer, but 
a worke on che affetions, God doch not 
account that to be a prayer that doth nat 
come from the heart, and is not accompa- 
nied with the heart; And therefore you 
finde this expreſſion concerning the Saints 
prayers formerly ; Hannah poured out her 
loule before the Lord; and fo the - 
miſt, he is ſald to poure out his heart ; and 
the Iſraelites are ſaid to poure out their 
hearts like water before the Lord. So that 
this proves to be a falſe bottome. And fo 
much for the 6rit uſe of Cautiop. 
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Luk 11. 8. 


I. unto you, though he will 


not riſe and give him, becauſe 
be is his friend, yet becauſe of 
bis importunity, he will riſe 
and give him as many as he 


needeth. 


= His may be for caution to 
© the godly, to prevent 
WE the miſtakes of thoſe, that 
| have this importunitie, 
Reg and thinke they have 
not; Yet here alſo they 
have ſome ſeeming rea- 
ſons, I (hall name them, and withall an- 
ſwer them. 
Their firſt reaſon is this. Others pray 
better then 1, faith a godly man, Others 
rforme duties with more inlargedneſſe; 
ow this reaſoning is not good. 
For 1. It may be thoſe that thou ap- 
prehendeſt to pray better then thou, are 


| of longer ſtanding, and larger experience 


in the wayes of God then thou art. God 


F 4 dorh | - 


VI. 
SERMON. 


2. 
Caution. 
To thoſe 
that think 
they have 
not impor- 
tunity 
when they 
have, 


1, Reaſon 


confured. 


—_ 


at. 


Rom. 
5. 
| verſe 7. 


a The weulous Chriſtin. 
doth nor expect any more from a man, |, 
but according to that meaſure of grace, 


that he gives the man, and according to 


| was not at all diſcouraged, becauſe Epi- 
netus was the firſt fruits of Achaia unte 
1 | Cbriſt, Rom. 16. 3. nor at Androniew and 
Junia, that. were of note among ibe Apoſtles, 


fand in Chriſt be fore bim, verſe 7. And if 3 
Paul was not diſcouraged, why ſhouldeſt 


thou be diſcouraged to fee other Chrifti- 
ans outſſrip thee, it may be they are of 
longer ſtanding then thou. 

2. It may be thou doeſt judge and com- 


advantage. As firſt, it may be thou doſt 
compare thy ſelfe, and thy praying in 
ſecret, with the praying of others in pub- 
lick ; Now this Is very diſadvantageous; 
for in-publick men have not onely in- 
ward, but alſo outward incouragements, 
and ſo thorough the corruption that is 


forth at that time then in ſecret. 

2. It may be thou doſt compare their 
expreſlicn with thine affection, it may be 
there is more in thy affedions, then in 
all the multitude of their expreſſions. 


with the multitude of other mens words. 


hors with others when they are at the beſt 
and 


his growth and ſtanding in grace. Paul 


pare thy ſelfe with others, at a great diſ- 


in all our hearts, they are more drawne 


Thou art not to compare thy affections 


3. le may te thcu doſt compare thy | 
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The. xeulous Chriſtian. 
and higheſt, and chou at the worſt and 


| , |loweft, There is a great difference betwixt 


a man and himſelſe, at ſcverall times, 
now you judge unequally, if you compare 
your felfe in that manner. 

3. In ſome caſes this may be no dii- 
couragement to thee; as 1. If thou art 
weaker in naturall gifts. Though good 
affections flow from grace, yet good ex- 
preſſions proceed from the goodneſſe of 
naturall abilities. 

2. In caſe thou art not of as long ſtand- 
ing in religion. 

3. If thou haſt leſſer time and oppor- 
tunities for prayer, by reaſon of neceſſa- 

cares and encumbring employments. 
When Jenab was entered into the ſhip 
there was a great ſtorme, in ſo much that 
the {hip was ready to ſinke: now all the 
Mariners were at prayer, every man cry- 
ed to his God, but Jonab was faſt aſleep, 
no w one would have thought, that Jo- 
nah had been a moſt ſtupid man; but the 
reaſon was the greatneſſe of his journey, 
Ja little before, which cauſed him to be fo 
heavie to ſleep. It may be a man that hath 
leſſe grace then thou may pray better then 
thou, becauſe he is not troubled with 
theſe worldly incumbrances, that thou art 
neceſſarily ingaged in. 


graces to all alike, God hath not ap- 


4. God doth not diſtribute gifts and 


pointed 


2 
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2. Reaſon | 


pointed, that all men ſhould grow in 
grace alike, To this purpoſel may apply, 
Nebem. 11- 17. Mattaniah the ſon of Micha, 
the ſon of Zabdi , the ſon of Aſaph was the 
principal to begin the thank gibi in prayer 

and Bakbukiah the ſecond among bi bretbren, 
and Abda the ſon of Sbammua the third. 
God doch not intend that all ſhould be 
alike in grace, or Gad hath his 
ficſt, ſecond, and third; one may fall 
ſhort of another , and yer all have truth 
of grace, yea, all have ſome growth in 
grace. Another may pray better, and yet 
thou pray well; Another may pray more 
affectionately, and yet thou pray as ac- 
ceptably in the fight of God : ſo much 
for Anſwer to the firſt reaſon. 


remember ſince I could pray better, and 
more largely. Now if I could pray bet- 
ter formerly then now, I am now grown 
remiſſę, and want this holy importuni- 
ty. But this is no ſound reaſon ; for 

1. It may be thou hadft formerly more 


rience, leſſe ſpiritualneſſe in thy prayers. 


knowledge, thou makeft a more inward 
progreſſe in holinefſe z thou canſt now 
make à more inward. prayer, to God, 
they haſt now more inward communion 


2. Many a poore ſogſe may ſay, I can 


affectĩon, but leſſe judgement, leſſe expe · 


It may be now thou art more ſourd in 


with Ged. Now if this be fo, thou haſt 
mn 


— 
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no cauſe to be diſcouraged. God loves a 
judicious prayer, as well as a large and 

ctionate prayer; you ſee what you 
want one way, you make up another 
way, A young carpenter gives more 
blowes, and makes more chips, but an 
old and experienced workman doch the 
[moſt and\the beſt worke. A young Muli- 


tian can play more quickly and nimbly 


upon an inflrument , but an old Muſitian 
hath more 8kill. ' 
2. It may be when thou hadſt more af- 


in prayer, more pride in thy gifts, more 
dependance upon thy duties, more ſenſori- 
ouſneſs of others, and many other currup- 


tions that did accompany thy prayers, 


and thy affeQtionateneſſe in them. Now 
though thou baſt leſſe affeRiong, yet thoſe 
other corruptions are in great part eaten 
out. 

3. It may be thou haſt not now fo ma- 
ny helps and opportunities to keep up 


prayer, as thou hadſt formerly. It may be 
thou didſt formerly live under the teach - 
ings of an able godly miniſter. Now thou 
beſt loſt that opportunity. And ſo there 
are ſeyerall other helps, that peradven- 
ture are now taken away from thee, 
Though it is true thou art abated, 
. didſt pray better formerly then 
| now, 


feQions, in prayer, thou hadſt more fn | 


thine heart, to fticre up thine affeRions in | 
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now, yet et ought not this to be matter of: 
diſcouragement to thee. - 


tary carele ſſeneſſe. 

2. If ĩt be not dicompatiet with bard- 
neſſe and inſenfiblenefle. | 

3. Tf it be not continued in wich lazi- 
neiſe and contentedneſſe. 
for anſwer to the ſecond reaſon. 

3. Another ground of N to the 
people of God is this. They complaine 
they have not thoſe — = ons in 


prayer, which Gods — 5 to have, 
eſe t — 


For anfwerconfider t 

i This hath many times been the caſe 
of Gods own people, that they have 
wanted — 'they could not finde 
a vent for their affections. Thus it was 
with Hannab, the ſpake in her heart, but ſhe 


was not able to expreſſe her ſelfe. So it 


was with holy David, Pſal. 77. 4. Ian 
ſo troubled that I carenot ſpeak, and yet in 
the firſt verſe of that Pſalme, he tells us 
he cried unto the Lord with * voice, Here 
was an heart full of prayer, though he 
wanted utterance. 

2. It is better to have affections with- 


cut expreſſions , then expreſſions without 


affections. God lookes more to the defires 
of the heart then the words of the mouth. 

t may be what thou wanteſt of expreſſi- 

on, is mace up in affeQion. 

2. If 


% 
— 


1. If it doth not proceed from a volun- 


And ſo much | 


— 


426. ——— 
is made up in liſe; as thou art deſectioe in 
on, ſo thou makeſt a recompence in 
converſation 3 and that is the beſt expreſſi · 
on that can be. It is much better to live 
2 prayer then to expreſſe a prayer. It is 
— to pray for grace, but it is better to 
ive a liſe of grace. It is good to pray a- 
inft'fiog but ic. is better to live againſt 


ind ſo much for anſwer to the chird 
doubt. 

A fourth — of doubting is this: 
Many a diſconſolate Chriſtian is apt to 
ſay, 1 am troubled with wandring 
thoughts; with deadneſſe and dulnefle ot 
heart in prayer. 

I confeſs, thy caſe is ſad, and wth la- 
mented for, and it is juſt matter of humili- 
ation: Let even here is matter of com- 
fort. 

1. If thou doſt what thou canſt, to free 
thy ſelf from wandrings before thou 
comeſt to pray. 

2. If thou doſt what thou canſt to reſiſt 
theſe wandrings when you are come before 
God in prayer 

3. If you be ſenſtble of theſe wandrings 
after ward. If you can fay, you do theſe 
three things, your w andrings ſhall neverbe 
laid to your charge. 

And thus I have done with both theſe 

Uſes 


IT 9-6 G 


A fourth 
Reaſon 
conſuted. 


} Petit Fili- 
um, accepit 
Prophetam. 


che principal Doctrine, which was this, 


cales of conſcience; i and ſo I hall come to 


| 1 Sam- 1. She beg d a ſon with much im- 


——— She begged a ſon;God gave her 
2 gracious ſong « ſon greatly beloved of 
| God. She asked a fingle mercy, and God 


likot Gaurlon, And fo i have dobe with 


That, importunity, and carneftne 
IE — mnt yn the — 7 


people, if they expet? returns eren. | 


There is another conſiderable Doctrine 


yet behinde, taken from the amplification | 


of the. conceflion : He azked three 


loaves; but 93 importunity, be gave | 


bim as many as be nee 


The obſervation thence is che; That | 


God uſudlly groes us mor 1 
In the handling ofchis Dofleins, 1 101 
1. prove ĩt by Scripture · inſiances. 
2. Ifhall lay down the reaſons of it. 
3. I ſhall anſwer ſome obje&ions, and 


cplicaicn | 
- hall prove it by Scripture inſtan« 
ces. 


1. You have thg inftance of Hannah, 
pottunity, being a woman of a ſorrowful 
ſpirit for want of a ſony Well, God te- 


turns her an anſwer. Chemmiut obſerver, 
that Hanna asked a ſon, and God gave her 


gave her a double bleſſing. 


— inſtance you have in Abvdbew, | 


Gen. ' 


— 2 


** 


n 
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Ex 


r — , 0 that 
| might ve hy Fab. „what anſwer 


Iſmael 

2 —— hy 
4 

{ thouſbalt call bis name Iſaac, and will eſtabliſb 

my covenant with bim for an everlaſting cove- 


| nant, and with bis ſeed bim. It was A- 
brabems defire that Iſhmael might live. 


Nov God, not onely grants chat, but hee 
| 1 him & better mercy. 


Another inftance you bave in the Canaa- 
iciſh woman, Matth. 15. who did impor- 
tu 
of her Chriſt an ſwered her thus, 
Be it unto thee even 4s thou wilt. 

Now if you ask what is the reaſon, why 
God deals thus with his people ? I anſwer. 

1. This proceeds from the largeneſſe and 
greatneſſe of Gods power, and the riches 
and freeneſſe of his grace towards us; 
Epheſ. 3. 20. Now unto him that is able to do 
exceeding abundantly, above all that we are able 
to ack or think, according to the power that 
worketb in us. A man may ask of another 
man, and it may be receive; but then hee 
muſt not aske again: but herein appears 


bounty of God; if we ask of him once or 
twice, he ia a God that is able to give, not 
{ according to our asking onely, but above 

what we ask; and not onely above what 
we can aak, but above what we can ask or 


of Chriſt, the like and health 


che power and ability, the goodneſs and 


think. 


Reaf. 1. 


Epheſ. 3. 
20. 


— —_ — 


” hs. 4 


Rom.8.26, 


think: The words are ſo full, that they 
cannot well be expreſſed, God doth more 
then exceſſively. God hath not on ely a ſul · 
neſſe of abundance, but of redundancy 3 
not onely of plenty, but bounty; he is 
better then our prayers; LE. 

2. God will do this, to relieve: his peo» 
ple, and to ſupply their ſpiritual wants. 
Among the wants of Gods 


what we ſbould 
lies dur wants; 
not onely in what we ask, but in what we 
2 though we do not ask it, nor pray 
or ĩt. 

So much for the Reaſons ; I come now 
to anſwer ſome objections. 

But ſome may ſay, What priviledge hath 


a godly man 'more then a wicked tnan, to | 
have more to be given him then he doth |: 
ask, ſceing we read of wicked men that they 


do proſper in the world, and have more then heart 
canwiſÞ? Pſal. 73. I anſwer. 

1. It is true in temporal mercies : God 
may give wicked men more then the godly; 
and more then their heart can wiſh ; but 
God doth not give them ſpiritual mercies'! 
As we may ſee in Balaam : God gave Balaam 


honours and riches, but Baluam cried out, 
O that Tight dye the death of th+-righteows, |-- 
This God did not grant him. So, many 
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people, chis is | 
one, To we do not km m what we need, nor 
prey for 4 we ought, Rom. 8. i 
26. "Therefore God ſu 
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wicked men do ſay in a general way, Lord | 
| pardon . 
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darch iny fins 3 God doth not hear chem. 
t may be a DE aro God 
temporal mercies, and God will give him 


mercies, but not as mercies, not in mercy. 
And there are four demonſtrations when 
God hears a man in wrath. 

1. When he asks any thing of God that 
is ſinful in its own nature; as the'denial of 
it is an act of mercy, ſo the grant of it is a 
fruit of Gods 


will not hear his own people according to 
their wills, but according to his own will. 
lr is in this cuſe, as it is wich a father, when 


Ibis child, for Want of knowledg, azks a 
IItniſe of him, by 


which he may cut his 
fingers ; the father will not give him the 
Khife, except it be in wiath . So a man may 


\{picicual mercies ; chis is more then he did 


anger. God doth many | 
[timed give thoſe things in his anger, which | nega pro- 
he denies 'when he is well pleaſed. God ti. 


uk mercies at the hand of God, and it may 
ns G 


be! 


Concedit i- 
14tis, quod 


| 
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be God will give them in wrath co cut ,2is 

. themſelves with them, 5 iche 
2. If you ask thoſe things of God, hich I cho 

though they are not ſinful iu their own na- 

turezyet if thy asking of theſe lawful thing 

be to an unlawſul end, God will deny 

theſe in mercy ; and when he gives then it 

i in wrath. As if thou deſireſt temporal] It 

re . 

live in any, other ſin and wickednelle 3 itt 

God glve thes thoſe mercies, tis as a ceſtimo - 


the 78 lee 
Daa 


Al 
1 


N " 
T ; 
| 

mo n 


lites, even now mentioned, the meat that 
God gave them proved an occaſion of ſin ig 
verſ. 32. they ſinned ſtill, and believed 
not bis wondrous works. en the mercia]}; 
you enjoy becomes fuel to your luſts, thoſe} 
mercies are accompanied with the curle|} |: 
and wrath of God; and this uſing of 
mercies will turn to the aggravation of 
wrath, 


4. Merciez 


chin wr ch, When 
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ho gh. 8.375 Mat. 8. 3t, 
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3. They 
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2 1 and ſo | 
—.— privi- 


But ir me be rage ted anda en- 
Warp I this be: ſo, that mercies are 
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2 G2 quicken | 


given to wicked men in wrath; and by a 


[common providence; How may I know. when | Neſt. 
erer tone returns of prayem? || Wen 


Now f 1 char in cheſe par- —— 
ticula rs. of prayers. 


| 1 f-Merdiew are rotnteris of prayer, when Anſw. 1. 


- wid Oar 
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have dat che hands of God. But as 
for the wicked" 
cies receiv ” 
_ 
Job 21. % 58... : T 
Sn 77 mighty in power: Their ſeed is-: eſtabliſhed in 
tber fight vnd them, and their off- ſpring before 
their eyes. Their bouſes are ar, 
'fieitber is the rod of God upon them. Their bul 
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; 1 ralf upon God ? Did this. make them in 


and an en 


a werey, ii a mens b looſe that which you 


| gendereth, and faileth not, their cow calve th, and 
'|-cafteth hot ber calf. And ſo he goes on, de 
'Meribing chathappy condition that wicked 
men were in, and how God ſollowed chem 
1 cy after mercy 


becauſe 
given him 
Ich as hee lived, ' 


Ning oifof peayerr when 


Well, what w 
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the effect of this? Did this engage them to 


Ave Wirk No, it had 8 quite 
1 conerary, 
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r err 


| 


PR rn 
a a 


—wa Gif | 35 | 


'Verſe 14. 


it. verſ. 15- 


in.ch 
God. Ibis we finde ig be the te 

Harnab 1-27, 28. Hanuab had pray- 
, God gays her a ſon, Now 
the with le cy > Obſerve, 
pravedgand the Lord hath granted 
oy petition, -—>— Therefore bave 1 lent him 
| to. the, Lord; & long, « bee; liveth. Seeing 
God hath heard my prayer and granted my 
requeſt, therefore will I give this mercy to 
God, to be. imployed: in this ſervice, So | | 
r Joh. 3.22. And whatſoevbr we agh, we receive |; Joh.. 

of bim, becauſe we keep his commandements, and 22. 
| do thoſe things that are pleaſing in bis. _ ſight. 
You ſee it is made an evidence, that what 
we receive is receiyed as an anſwer to our 
| ackings; becauſe we make thoſe mercies 
helps to obedience to keep Gods com- 
mandements. But now mercies that come 
from a common providence, do not draw 
out the heart towards God; they rather 
draw them out towards ſin; as it was in 
the forementioned Iſraelites, Palm 78. 
G 3 though 
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415 ves bu che mt Ut 
500 na youth no eter 
was in Hainab,* fie abked ſon, and God 


105 4.8 the Lord. 
dn, th in that 


rejoyced oe n the God 2 5 Nr te 


ic was with Deojd, Pfal. 95% W. 
repive u again, that thy *p 
thee?” We wilt not 
niercy, but in ther. But on the 5 
thoſe that receive mercies dot of 
basket of common provi ence, they re 
niore in the mercy then in the God of i 


[Vs they rejoyce in their wealth ahd Moy, 


i the multitude of their riches; ke as for 


catinot Eck in God. 
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God ch hey bid him departfrom them they 
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6 Luk 11.8. 

| Though be will not riſe and give 

him, becauſe he is his friend. 
yet hecauſe of his importunity, 
be will, &c. 


rxcies that are the 


known by this, He 
that hath them, aſ- 


bis own induſtry, but 
to the grace and 
mercy of God. Thus 


it was with Sampſon, Judg. 15. when hee 


was ready to dye for thirſt, he prayed unto 
the Lord,and God clavean hollow place in 
the jaw · bone, and gave him water. Now 
Sampſon calls the name of adde place En- 
bakkore, the well of bim that prayed: he aſ- 
cribes it to the return of his prayers; to 
that aſſiſtance that God gave him to pray. 
So Hannah aſcribed her merey to God, not 
to her ſelf.” But now a wicked man chat 
receives mercies from Gods general provi- 


G 4 dence. 


fruits of prayer, are 
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dence, his language 


giyes tllem with joy and comfort, Prov. 10. 
22. The bleſſing of the Lord maketh rieb, and be 


Tee 


n 


is, 
for z rnd bar ventured 
Ae 
c ; 
fice 2 own nets;but ſeldom 2.11 
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Irin 


is the return of prayers, this is the gift of | | 
God. Kun (ende 
5. That mercy that 18 given as a return of 


prayer, is enjoyed with more in ward quiet, 


and conrenigment of minde, then when it 


is given in by general providenee. When Eli 
cold Hannab that ſhe Would have | 

that her prayer was heard, ſhe had ſa much 
inward joy and contentment o 
that is ſaid, Hannah went away | 
ber countenance war no mere ſad: The confide- 
ration of that made her very much to re- 
joyce. The reaſon is, becauſe mercies that 


are given in as returns bo; pines yd | 


given in with a bleſſing, and inward quiet - 
neſs and contentment of minde. The 
meręies that God gives his own people, he 


addeth no ſorrow to it. You read, 1 Chron. 
4. 10. Aud uber called on the God of Iſtael, 
/aying, O that thou wouldeſt ble ſx me indeed, and 
enlarge my icooſt,, and that thy band might be 
with me, and that thou. wouldeſt keep me from 
tvil,that it may not ꝑri veme,/Fabez knew chat 
it was the manner of, God, when he gave 
bleſſings as returns of prayer, not to add 


grief 


my life ſorz this 


a ſon, and 


3 


8 


Kerr e 


Derr 


griefroit, 1ſecc he prayed for his wife, 


The: zealous Chriftion, 


— — — 
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God gave her to him to be's great 
comfort to him. It may be wicked men 
have wives and no content with them, but 
ſorrow added to they did not 
r them as Ian did; they have 
but ſorrow wich chem; and a- 
bundance of riches, and ſorrow added to 
thatz- and all becauſe they have not the 
mercles as returns of prayer. The mercies 
in a way of general i- 


was, gave 
queſts lu be ſent leanneſs into their ſouls. God 
ives wicked men indeed their requeſts 3 
t how is It, with a bleſſing and wich con- 
tent? No, no ſuch matter, they have a curſe 
with it. You know. San! gave Michal to 
David to be a ſnare to him, a croſſe and 
diſcontentment. So doth, God many 
times,in juſt zudgement, give bis bleſſings to 
wicked- men, to be ſnares, and curſes and 
eroſſes to them, N | 
6. Mercieg that come as returns of 
prayer; may be known by this, If they are 
given in the time, when God doth draw 
out thine heart to ſeek him in holy duties. 
An inflance of this you have, AZ. 12. While 
the Church was met to pray for Peters en- 
largement, the priſon-doors were opened ; 


Pſal. tos. 


Act. 1 2. 


and 


3 — 


0 — 


andThe came and knockel ar the doora 
che houſe, where they were 

was an evident figne, that God tzeve in 

ter to them as a returtiof praytr. 80 


148 — 2 


tbey een er 
read, Joh. 4. Link: 
enquired dil 
wherein the chi 
when he eee 
return of his 

love. God telle 

25 they — 1 15 05 


when the time of the — was alm out, 
he being much troubled in his minde, came 
to Lutber and told him what he had done, 
and what was like to'befal him upon it. 
Whereupon, Luther cal led the Church to- 
ether, and kept a foltitih Faſt in the behalf 
of the young man: And whileſt'that Lu- 
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ber was in prayer, being carpet wich God, 
[ib — noiſe heard am 
2 „and the Bond was caft into the lapoſ 
IE — of the Oongregation. 

d fo for cime to tome, the oung man 
7 jd lead an hüly and god y li 


— es in caſe you make care and 
x perform to God thoſe vowes 
22 niade to God before you did 
enjoy „But when we promiſe 
God largely " beſate we have che rhercy; and 
te we have them, do hot perſorm our 
— It is an argument ws have the mer- 
general and common providence: 
Jeb 22. 27, 28. Thou ſpult make thy prayer 
wits bim, and be — bear thee 3 und thow ſpult 
1 5 ſhalt al ſo drerer a thing, and 
dl be eftabliſhe# unto tbee'y und the light 
ſhine on by wayes, When thou beg- 
ef mercy, ahd ſaieſt, Lord give me ſuch 
merey, and I will do chus and thus; I will 
walk {0 and ſo before thee, I will improve 
them to thy glory. Now "when thou 
t thus ark for mercy, and make vowes 
to God, he will. hear; but then thou 
mitt be ſure to perform thy vower. This 
frame of heart we ſinde to be in David, Pſal. 
66.13, 14. Twill go into thine bouſe with 
bum offerings, I will pay thee my vowes which 
my ls bave uttered, and my mouth bath ſpo ken 
when I wat in trouble. You ſee David was 


in 


1 


Objed.1. 


Anſw, 1. 


to ac vu e: Gods glory; it. is better that wi 


fecure and carelefle-but he wade conſcievee | 
to pay what he bad promiſed to God. A 
ſo you ſee how yu may diſcover, d 
che mercies you reacive from God be — 
turnt of 3 onely fruits of dommon | 
and general providence. And ſo much fe l 
Anſwer to that Queſtion, 
other Ojltion.or caſe of conſcience 
-: . n 
Bi. more then they it is the! 
cotnplaint of Gods people may times, that they: | 
have been long time legging mercy, and God 
doth not give: them much a they' deſire. May! 
ſey, I pro; for of fin, and Tcannet get it 
| pardone pardon ſealed': I pray daily for 
ow power apainſt' my corruptions, and yet I cannot 
get my lufts ſubdued 2 What then ſball I think, 
| of my-proyers,may. ſome poor ſoul ſay? ? »» <1 
| Now to this 1 ll lay doun ſereral 
| things, by way of anſwer. | 
1. It muſt be conſidered, that God many 
times getz glory by the denials of his peo- 
ple; yea, he gets more glory by denying 
then by the granting of a mercy. And if 
the denying of a mercy to thee, be the way 


God 
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{came 'unto. Jeſus and ſaid, be whom thex 


| tit 


role the ſtone away, Martha anſwered, He 


| thou didft believe, thou ſbouldft ſee the glory of 


Gud ſhould have his glory, and chou be 
without the mercy, then that thou ſhouldſt 
have the mercy, and God want his 6 
An eminent inſtance ofthis you have, 

2 — 


11. There was by 
Martha for their Lazarus 


yer 


loveſt is fick: But Jeſus ſaid, This fickneſſe is 
not unto death, but-for the — 
Chrift heard that he was fick, yet he 
two dayes in the place where he was, 
though he loved Martha, and he loved La- 
zarw, yet he ſtayed two dayes and would 
not go to him: but in the 24. yerſe, Chrift 
faid plainly, Laxari is dead : And 1 am glad 
for your ſakes, that F was not there, to the intent 
that you might believe. But they ſaid unto 
him, Lord, if thou bedft been bere, be bad not 
dyed. Chrift came and commanded them to 


bath been four dayes in the grave, and by this 
time be ftinketh. This was chat that Chrift 
aimed at: Chriſt knew that it was great- 
er glory to him, to raiſe the dead out of the 

ve, then to raiſe him out of che bed of 
— The power of bis Godhead did | 
more appear in the former then in the lat- | 
ter. And when Aaurtba told him, He flink 
eth z Jeſus anſwered, Said I not into thee, if 


God 2 that is, thou ſhouldſt ſee the power of 


| my Godbead. This was the end of Chriſts | 


denying 
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Joh. 11. 


The uaalbug Chriftelite. 


2. 


devying of mereys though ic — | 

2. lanſwer,lt may be chan doll d ber 
God in his commands, and then ic is no 
wonder God doth not bear thee iti thy 


prayers, Iſ thou doſt not hearken to tie 
call of Gad, it may be e that God 


ſtretebed out my band, and no man regarded, 
Compared with verſe 28. Then ſhal they call 
ne, but I will not enſwer ; they ſhall 

e early, but they ſpall. not finde me. Mic. 3. 
l Then ſhall thep cry tutto the Lord, but be will 
not bear them; be will.even hide hit face from 
them at that time, they haue bebaved. them: 
ſelves ill in their doing Tach. 7. 13. Theres | 
fore it is come to paſſe, that as be cryed and they 
would nat bear, ſo they eryed, "and I would not | 
bear, faith the Lord of Hoſts, It may be God 
hath been calling upon thee this many 
years to believe and to repent z to be re- 
formed, to forſake the evil of your doings ; | 
and thou haſt not heatd his calling; his 
mercies have not drawn thee; his judge | 
ments have not affrighted thee: and s it 
not juſt with God to let thee call, and he 
not hear thee ? | | 
3. It may be thou doſt ask but fleightly, 
and therefore thy prayers are not ſucoeſi · 
ful: As it is with a man, that asketh any | 
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ſhould not heatken to thy call. See Prov. ni | 
24: Becauſe I have called, and ye refuſed, I bau 
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he 
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Leer 
oft thou think that God 


hear thy felf ? 
will accept 


that God bath beard me, becauſe thou breakeſt me 
with thy tempeſt Fob was in afit of impati- 
ency and unbelief. And though did 
give him returns of prayer, yet hee would 
not, did not obſerve them, 

5 God may deny thee the mercy, not 
that he is unable, or unwilling to bear thee 
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